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TIOTNRE - 


Serious. and Impartial 


READER) 


j He preſent Da Ly £47408 
but be looked wpow to 
| be an evil Day, ( even 


by thoſe who have but 

thetr Eyes half opened.) That 
which mates a Day evil, is the 
| yn of the Day; which brings 
; on the danvers of the Day, and 
| God's threatwings s to cauſe out 
Sun to go down at Noon, and 
tro darken thecarthinitte clear 


A 3 


Day - 


Mn" "IE 


S -p - 


Wh 5eTIOuUS Anc 
Day. And I will turn your 
Feaſts into Mourning , and |, 


all your Songs into Lamenta- | 
tionsz and I will bring | 


Sackcloth upon all Loins, and J, 
Baldneſs upon every Head |, 
and I will make ir as the © 
mourning of an only Son,and | , 
the end thereof as a bitter | 
Day. Now when the evils of | 
our Sins abound among us, and | , 
the evils of God's Threatnings | 
impend over us, it is a Pre F 
able time to contribute to acheck |, 
of the one, and to a preventing , 
of the other ; which muſt be by | | 
ſome awakening, or ſearching | | 
Calls and Grys to ſleepy and | | 
drowty Gonſctences , which ts | , 
the ſole Defizn of this ſmall F 
Treatiſe, F 

Three ſorts of Readers it |* 


£& like to fall into the Hands | | 


(fo I 
4 3, Gf] 


Impartial Reader, 


I. Of awakened or it may 
and | ,, ſtartled Conſciencer, but half 
awakened, Or, arte 
wy” 2. Into the hapds of ſuch 
who are ſprinkled from an evil 
ad 3 | Conſcience, | Or, 
' 3+. Into the hands of ſuch 
| whoſe Conſciences are ſeared. ' 
mer} Now for the firſt of theſe, 
's of | I would offer ſome things to ſe* 
and | riows Conſideration, 1. What- 
ugs | ever thou find't here to concern 
thee, do not put it off : Know, 
is 4 renewed Gall of God ta 
17. | thee, and ſay, as in that caſe, 
by Lo 'this we have fearched, jobs. 27 
TL | ſoitis, hearit, ' and' know it 
474 | for thy good : [ Or as it is in 
? IS | the Hebrew] fr thy ſelf. 
mall | Know it to 4 prattical and = 
| fitable improvement of it. Def 
' 't | tlow know what thou mayſt find 
nas | in following the Search? Hadſt 
| uot thou | bom ſearch Truth, 
A 4 f0 


=” ſer thee. upon a diligent ſearch | 


Epheſ 5. 
144 


To the Serious and : 


for Guilt, that hath laid long 
hid, than let Goa find it out 
ro thy ſhame, ſorrow, and con- 
uftonof' Face? Q, be not thou! 
troubled that thy Conſcience is 
ftartled, and begins to fly in thy 
Face! Know now, it is a Call 
of Chrift, ſaying, Awake thou 
that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from 
the Dead, and Chriſt ſhall 
2ive thee Light. Lite do \ 
Sinners know the danger of | 
putting off Chriſt's renewed | 


Calls. 


' 2. (arry what concerns thee | 


in this' Treatiſe , to God in 
Prayer: Gonvidtion looks well, 
when it puts upon Supplication. | 
O, this is the great Reaſon, 
why:ſo. many awakenings by the 
Miniſtry of the Word, or by 
Providential Diſpenſations,die | 
ana come to nothing,berauſe they 
are 


het | 


- 
/ 
Ire 


Impaztial Reader. 
are not prayed ever, O, bow: 
hard is it to bring guilty obſti- 
nate Singers upon their Knees! 
We find whey Ephraim be- 


| moauet himſelf, and lay under 


Convigton , he then preſently 


fell ow praying : Turn thou Jer-31 


me, and 1 ſhall be turned; 
for. thon art. the Lord, my 
God. - O Stuners ! know that 
uch. Ganvictions 4s are not 
attended with Prayer, will but 
prove aggravetions of your S in 
4nd. Guzlt another day. 4s [oor 
As: .» 66x”, God. bad. wrought 
throughty. upers Paul, it was 
(aidsBchold,be prayeth. Pray 
er is the firſt breath of the new: 
Greature.' . 

3. What concerns thee here, 
conſider it well,. weigh'it in the 
ballance of the S auituary, prove 
whether it be according to the 


«rs of the 'Sauituary. Loon 
Rex 4 A 3. Souls, 


p 
— = 


_ O— ——— SOR. AED oo - 


| 


it 
| | 
| 


; 


d 


| 


— ———— —_— 


ſand witneſſes : 


And _ 
| Ke 4 20+ then lift up thy Head when the 


.. - Tofhe Serious and 
"Souls hear much, and it may © 
be reade much, but this marrs 
all, they conſu der little: Now 
it is the conſiderate Reader |_ 
that is the profitable Reader. * 
, Conſider what thou readeſt, 
and the Lord give thee un- 
— 

Conſider the Word thou 
Pe x and thou readeſt, ſhall 
Judge thee at the laſt Day: 


read, ſhall come in as witneſs 
againſt thee; And canft thin 
ftand before ſuch a Teſtimony f 

2. Conſider thy own _— 
ence in that Day will be a thou- 
thou 


Books ſhalt be opened, and a- 
mongfl the reſt, this ſealed Book 
of” thy own guilty Conſcience ? 
where thy Iniquity that hath 
been ſewed wp, fall be brought 

To 


A8 |} 
thou baſt heard, all thou haſt | 


'to light, and thy Trauſoreſſion ob 14". 
. that hath been ſcaled ap in a 


; and difcoverea. 


| ftening nipon thee, that the ini- 


| Sin and Guilt! Some under- 


' fland by Heel, the laft part 4 


| felt it ſo, ſays Conſtience? Is 


Impartial Reader. 


Bag , ſhall be openly detected 


3. Confider the Day is bas 


quiries of thy heels ſhall com- 
paſs thee about. O how wilt Pb 155+ 
thou, peor Sinner , be 'entun- 


gled and perplexed with thy 


a Mans life towaras his Deaths 
And doth not ſuch a day haſten 
_ you? O what work will 

wilt make in the (onſcience 
in 4aday of Diſtreſs | conſider 
by Joſeph's Brethrew. 

4. Conſider h.w thy -Conſct- 
ence conſexts as thog veadeſt. 
Is not this true, ſays Conſos- 
ence Haſt not thou found and 


net thy Conſcience put td frlence 
| 4s 


—— <tr Wu ——<_— Sc e———— 
v4 
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To the Serious and 
& thou readeſt * Conſider that | 
the Truths are. commended to 
thy Conſerence. 

5. Conſider how ſad it would |. 
be for all thy awakenings, all 
thy touches, all thy impreſſions, 
all thy Convictions to be loſt at 
laſk, O Sinners, how will 

wh be condemned out of ther 
ewr Mouths ! Can theſe be loft, | 
and your Souls ſaved? of all yaur | 
loſſes you may reckey theſe a- | 
miong your grea. ef loſſes. | 

muy od concerns thee here, | 
remark ,.. and remember. ; you 
way read much, and remark lit. | 
tle, and this marrs all you read: | 
this remarking is Conſcience | 
taking. Notes, 4nd making Ani- | 
mnedverſfiens vpop Truthi. Vow | 
de nat. bring youx (onſtiences te | 
zeae Rooks; ſay as you reads, 

Q my Canoe xce,- ”.ark this ! 

Was weaxty. ommerns- thee | Ko 

| | #nons 


_— — 


Impartial Reader; 


hat © know Men mark and obſe;we 


{ to 


what concerns them. 


The ſecond ſort of Readers 


ld l. this little Iratt may fall into 


- all 


ons, 
f at 


their Hands, are ſuch who are 


ſprinkled from an evil Conſcte 


ence, upon whoſe Doo,-poſts the 


Blood of the Paſchal Lamb is 
ſprinkled ; who with Paul, dat- 


. | by exerciſe themſelves in all goed 
| Conſcience , both tuwards. God 
| gud Man. 


1. O do you reaace, and bleſs 


| God that you have to. all Cha: 


leripes 4nd. Racttions, the an- 


lit. | freer of 4 good Conſcience z that 


| jour: Milizans State, Who thall g,.,g...; 


l 
; 
f 


wHcan ſilence all your Ovjecti- 
ons and Accuſations by Faith ins 
the Blyod of Cheſt ;, andican ſing 
that. trinmphant Song £ver 174 


lay.any thing co.the charge of 
God's Blet? oc  Cancyery 
ang {6p {61 6414 ant 


To the Serious and 


ſay ſo? can every Child of God 

ſay ſo? Are there not many that 

have been a long time learning 

to fing this Song, and have not 
learnt it to this day? 

2. Let this be youy care to 
preſerve the tendern: ſs of your 
Conſciences, You may by guilt 
( Strs\benum your Gonſcicnces, 
as you find by what you bere 
reade; A ſmiting clecking Con- 
cience is a very great Mercy, 
tho little priz.a, or eſteemed by 
the moſt. 

3. Remember how bitter Sin 
was to you, before you came to 
know what peace of Conſcience 
meant, how many a bitter Tear 
it fetched from your Eyes ? 
how many deep and bitter fighs 
from your Hearts? yea, even 


to the _ of your Loins ? 
O what Gall and Wormwood 
Was if to your Souls 1 How of- 


zers 


[ 
4 
| 
P 
s | 
'F 
FT 
J 
/ 
P/ 
1] 


> 


2 
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Impartial Reader, 


4 ” aid you ſay, will it not be 
4 | bitterneſs in the latter end ? 
7 | How often did you take * that 
t | Language to your own Souls , 
' This # thy way and thy doing? 
, becauſe it is bitter it reaches to 
r " thy Heart, &c. But yer a5 you 
lt | reade, do you remember how 
5, | ſweetly all this ended, inGod's 
Ve | ſpeaking peace to your Souls, 
s- | and you no more turning to 
y, | Foly. 
Ly $64 . Tremble to think of loſing 
Fy Peace that God hath ſpoken 
-» ito your Conſciences, under "Conſe 
to Hof Guilt, when you meet with 
\that guilt which concerns you. 
*Olet the loſs of your peace be like 
'Hell to your Souls 1 O, blot not 
that Pardoy your Rearemer 
hath written þ tes thly in his 
own Blood " "56. if your 
Pardew may cofl you dear. 


$5» Be 


þ To the Serious and 


| 5. Be afraid of the leaf 
Guilt, the leaſt Sin, becauſe 11 
# Sin, When Satan cannot pre+6 
vail with you to Venture upon 

greater Sins, then be will temphis 
FT leſſer Sins: But know you 
ot that the leaſt Sin « Soul 
acfiling, yea, the leaſt Sin is 
Soul- damning, wnleſs the Blood 
of Ghriſl ſprinkle your Conſeil} 


ences ? How have wg Souls 


hath ſet theme home upon Jo 
Conſciences ? - 
The third ſort of Redia 
:nto whoſe hapsa's this little piec 
may fall, are ſuch. wheſe Gon 
ſetences are, ſeared. ( ſuch\\th 
x Tim. 4 Apoſtle mentions ).theſs ere in 
- oenſuble , Truths make. 0{1 
preſſion. upon them, they ars.be 
0 A. pm The Apoſtle expreſſes 


it, The being paſt feeling. Ani 
w/e! 


=y - on OY I —_ 


_—_— 


L 


Impartial. Reader. 


lea L hen they Fil arrived at ſuch 
uſe iflan height of Sin, what do ſuch 
e pre4do 8 TheText tells you, They 
qp—_— all Uncleanneſs with 
emptigrcedineſs, Mow to ſuch | 
p youwonld ſay, 
Souls 1. The day is coming, thy 
in iaſeared and inſenſible Conſcience 
Bloodſuall condemn, and riſe up in 
nſei\judgment againſt thee. And, 
Souls O, then who can ſtand before 
 ſuch{the witneſs of an awakned Con- 
| Godſcience ! You may as well think 
| yolrto dell with everlaſting Bur u- 
ings, axd- toxmenting F lames, 
ders,145 avoid or evade the Teſtimony 
piece of a tormented and awakened 
Gor Conſcience, Nay, know that 
he foractimes this Hell hath begun 
& heres Will not Cain tell you, 
al while he crys out, My puniths 
6-be4ment is greater than I can 
{bcear, Vo torment like the tor- 
gent of a gmilty Conſcience ? 
Nay, 


 Tothe Serious and 
Nay, ask Adam, and he will 
zell you when he was afraid, and 
hid himſelf 
of God, O, Guilt, you know, 
cannot endure the preſence'0 


the Fuage, 


What a terror to himſelſ was he? 


Did not Judas preach this Do-| 


from the preſence] 


O, doth not Pa- | 
ſhur's caſe ſpeak forth this truth! | 


(trine when he cri d out, 1 havet® 


finned in betraying innocent 


Blood, Nero, that Monſter, 
when he had killed his Mother 
Agrippina, and his Wife, 


and ſet Rome on fire z after all 
this Guilt, at laſt felt an Hell | 


in his Conſcience, and could not 
reſt Day nor Night; ſo that 
when he died, he cried out, his 
Mother, Wife, and Father, all 
will'd him 10 ate. 
the 3d, O what a guilty tor- 
menting ( onſcience had he after 
the Murder of his Nephews in 
the 


: 


Richard | 
—_— 


j 


Impartial Reader, 
the Tower * and the Night be- 
ore he was ſlain at Boſworth, 
the dreamed he thorght all the 
Devils in Hell were halling 
him in moſt hideous and ugly 
Pa- | Shapes, What ſays Fudge Mor- 
uth1hgan to this caſe, after he had 
; he? | wnrighteouſly paſſed Sentence 
Do- | #pon the Laay Jane, afterwards 
ave feeling an Hell in his Conſci- 
zent | ence, cried out, O, take away 
fer, \the Lady Fee, take away 
ther [the Lady Fane ! Which made 


ife, one ſay, 
Mel] | The Guilt which from unſeen 


{ not | Pollution ſprings, 

that Pale [weating Horror in the 
his | Boſom brings. 

, all | 

ard) 2. What tho your Conſciences. 
tor- le ſearea pon the account of 

fter [97 Guilt being undiſcovered ; 


s in Wet know, God many times hath 


the | found 


found out Guilt, in an extraor+ 

dinary way. Providence trea 

not always the ſame Paihs in; 

= (M aiſcovering hidden Guilt, he cal 

ut. cauſe Bird of the Air to cary 

ry the Voice, and that whic 6 

hath Wings to tell the mar-#* 

rer, He can reveal In'quit) 

rom Heaven, The Heavens|” 

Job 20. 7, ſhall reveal his Iniquity, and}/ 

the Earth ſhall riſe up againſt}? 

' *TIordSt. him, One of our * Fudges ri-(! 

| John, aing his (ircuit of late Years) 
l'| met with this Paſſage : On, 

0 being Murdered, and the Mar? 

i derer not being diſcovered , the!? 

1 Murderer being brought to thi 

| dead Cirps, the Corps epene 

I his Eyes at the Murderer , and 

fell into a Sweat, This tha* 

: Judge related to a podly Mint: 4 

lf fter then living Hiſtory 9 

| full if ſuch Providential bring” 


11 


Impartial Reader, 
ng hidden Guilt to light. 


3. Know, poor Sinners, 
bile your Gonſctences are ſear- 
carſed , you are Satans marked 
hick|Sleves. In Ancient Times they 
uſed to mark their Slaves ; and 
the Holy Ghoſt alludes to it, 
vensIwhen we reade of the Mark of 
andithe Beaſt in the Forehead, or 
in the Hand, This Searing- 
s ri-({ron puts Satan's Brand upon 
-ars (y0w, you are his. And, O poor 
On; Sinners, did you but, as you 
Vier. reade this, believe it, what 
' thereftleſs Days and Nights would 
o thiyou have , until you had ſome 
\enedhpes of your eſcape from this 
and Houſe of” Bondage ? Can you be 
- thfcontent to live and die in the 
1ini\Devils — ? (an you 
ry < be content to be his bored ana 
+ino\marked Slaves, his Servants 

indfer ever ? Then you muſt hevt 
the 


To the Serious and 
the Wages of ſuch Servants, 


and ſuch a Service, The Wa 
ges of Sin is Death, Death\< 
Spiritual, Death Eternal. | 
4. Know, poor Sinners 
there us not ſo much as one ſear-} 
ed Conſcience in Hell. ; they are 
ſadly awakened that are awa- 
kened with Hells flames about 
their Ears. If you conld hear 
the Crys and Shricks of tor- 
mented Souls , you would ſa 


0 
" 
,l 
Hell is full of ſenſe of Guils (© 
(» 


But alas, now it « too late, then! 
Repentance us too late, They 
are all ſaying, This and thu 
hath thiir own Ways and Do-| 
ings procured unto them. O, 
it ts bitter ! O, it reaches tal® 
thiir Heart ! 'But, O Sinners, 
this ſhould have been ſooner! (© 

5. Know, poor Sinners 
what you reade here, if you go 
on 


i 


P 


Impartial Reader, *. 
ats.hon in Sin, you will feel ano- 
Va M#ber day for an a ravation of 
at jASin, yea) and Gondemnation 
oo, What , reade what may 
Drevent your Raine, and yet 
un ow! What, ſplit your 
Souls upon theſe Rocks and 


ands, you ſaw ſuch Sea- 


ers, 
ear} 
are 


9s marks before to keep you off e 
par (0, # not this to be wilful in 


top. or Perdition? Is not this to 
ſag" headlong to Deſtruition ? 
uh Sinners , hear God calling 
wt of Heaven to you by his 
Servants Preaching to you, 
; Printing for - why will you 
We? why will you periſh? why 
0 pill you run on in Sin, when 
"You know that when Luſt hath 
onceived, it brings forth Sin, Jaw.1.15. 
', {nd Sin when it is finiſhed, - 
.: pringeth forth Death. O hep, 
vor Soul, Reade, and Hear, 


4nd 


alt. 


To the Serious, e*c. 


and Pray, that thou may ft pro 
fit by all, blefs God for all, a 
bring forth the Fruits of all, 


"Thus prays thy Servant 


for thy Soul, 
J. R 


(1) 


Ip $8884- 286845 


Gen. 42. 21. 


ant 


1d they ſaid one unto another, 
Verily we are guilty concern- 
ins our Brother, in that we 
R Lars the aneniſl) of his Soul, 

2 he beſought us, and me 
wane y not hear : thercſore 


this diſtr eſs Is COMe pon vs, 


cle Text refers to the 
Tragical ſtory of J«- 
ſephs ſale by his Bre- 
ahren. The occalion of whict1 
ſeverity towards _, VOUu 
ayementioned, (v/z.) Their 
nvy to him upon ves account 
CH tf the Dream lic had of us 
Advancement and Prefer- 
nent above them. And like- 
vide their way they took tO 
iy 'CC- 


(2) 
prevent the accompliſhment 
of his Dream, ( viz.) Thrit 
{lling of him, tho this wa 
the way to bring it to paſs 
Therefore (lays he) it was nd 
you, but God that ſent me hi 
ther— It is to be obſerved, 
that the Ways and Method 
God takes many times tc 
bring to paſs his Deſigns, arg 
{ſtrange and improbable to us 
This was a moſt unlikel 
way 1n an Eye of Reaſon tt 
Joſeph's advancement, yet 
was God's way. | 
When Toſeph was advanj 
ced, the Lord brings a Fay 
mine upon Caraar, the Land 
of his Father and Brethren 
and they came now down t 
Egypt to buy Corn ; and lit 
tle did they know it wasthe 
ſold Brother Foſeph that the 
bowed to for Bread, accord 
| In; 


ney 
het 
WA! 
als 
S 01 
e hi 
ved, 
hod 
=o 
all 
"oO Us 
tkel 
Mn tC 
ret 1 


"CP 
ing to his Dream,in the bow- 
ing of the Sheaves. God 
now brings AfﬀiQtion upon 
them, and Foſeph he deals 
roughly with them, by way 
of Probation and Temptati- 
on, and now they find them- 
felves bryerd, and plun- 
ged into a pit of Diſtreſs. 


| They all joyntly reflect upon 


themſelves, to ſearch and 
make a diſcovery of the Mat- 
ter, as the Text tells us. 

In which we have tr. Their 


| Reflection. 


Jvan# 
2 Fay 
Lan 
thren 
wn t 
1d lit 
sthe! 
t the 
ccord 

in; 


2. We have the Occaſion 
of it. 

1. We have their Self- 
Reflection and Accuſation : 
Andethey ſaid one to another, 
We are zerily enilty, &c. ( As 
one ſays well upon it ).. We 
have here the force of Con- 
ſ{czence, and the fruits of Aft- 

B 2 tlicion. 


4 


fliction. Conſcience cafling 
old Sinsto a new Reckoning; | 
faithful in Recording, and 
fearful 1n Acculing., 

2. Wehave the occaſion of | 
it, Joſeph handling them ſe- 
verely, and putting them in 
Ward three days, and bind- 
ing them to the terms of 
bringing down their younger 
Brother: which they knew 
were hard Terms, becauſe 
their Father's Life was bound 
up 1n him. 

3. We have farther in the 
Text, their Juſtification of 
God in all this : Therefore this 
Diſtreſs 1s COMe UPON UI ,—— 
O now the Lord hath found 
us out, and 1s reckoningwith 
us for our guilt, and all his 
Procedures with us are very 
Rightcous, in what he ſuffers 
tO COME UPON Us, 

The 


[97 
The Reflection 1s that part 


| of the Text, I principally 


aim at, 

I. ' We have the Reflecti- 
on it felt: {»: that we ſaw ibe 
Angniſh of his Soul, when he 
beſoueht us.  O now Con- 
ſcience 18 bulite and active ! 
O now their Guilt lies up- 
permoſt, and they preſently 
reflect upon it — As if they 
ſhould ſay, O what hard 


- Hearts had we to him 1n his 


diſtreſs! O what bloody cruel 
Brethren were we to him! 
What Wretches were we to 
fin againſt the Law of Na- 
ture, againſt the Law of God, 
againſt our own Conſciences! 
Here is an Afleyeration inthe 
Accuſation, Yerily we are guil- 
ty; and it hath a Yerily writ- 
tenupon the head of it. They 
no ,ways heſitate, or doubt 
B 3 in 


(6) 
in the leaft about it, 

2, Here is in the RefleQi- 
on, or Accuſation , the ag- 
gravation of their Guilt, 
I. Inthat it was to their owt 
Brother ; and now this they 
refle& upon.— We are guil- 
ty concerning our Brother, It 
was their own Brother, and 
fo a piece of Uonatural Guilt 
for one Brother to do thus 
by another. It is not only 
Guilt, but circumſtances of 
Guilt, that will fly in the 
faces of our Conſciences in a 
day of Diſtreſs. 

II. Aggravation in it was, 
that their Eyes did not affect 
their hearts, We ſaw the anguiſh 
of his Soul, O | now it riſes 
in their Conſciences, 

3: __—_— of Guilt 
in their Reflection: Fe be- 

ſought us, His cries and pray- 
ers 


- 
ers ſhould have piticd and 
melted cheir Heatts. 

4. Aggravation, We would 
not hear, They turned a deaf 
Ear to their Brother's crys. 
O! now all this comes freſh 
to their Minds, in the day of 
their Diſtreſs. 

5. Aggravation, It was a 
deliberate conſulted Caſe. 
Come let us kill bimzs, It was 
an adviſed Ad, 

III. As we have the Refle- 
Rion it ſelf, and the Aggra- 


| vations of it; So alſo we 


have obſeryable, that it was 
by joyze conſent, This Re- 
fleaing,-it was not one or two 


| of them, but They ſaid one un- 


fo another, It was a joynt con- 
felon ( Nemine contradi- 
cente) they differed not in the 
caſe, their Sentiments were 
the ſame; therefore they 


B 4 joyntly 


d') 
jointly conclude , that they 
were all Guilty concerning 
o Brother. 

» The occaſion of this 
ﬀP: 4 Refleftion, and Accu- 
ſation, was their diſtreſs, 
Therefore i this diſtreſs come} 
pon us 

The whole of the Text re- 
ſolves into theſe two 'o Practical 
Truths, 


Firſt, That Guilt will walk 
in Sinners Conſciences a 
great while after we Fac& 
committed, 

Secondly, That in a Day 
of Afﬀiction, Conſcience is 
often quick and active in its | 
Reflections, Thus it was with 
them ; Therefore #s this Di- 
ſtreſs come upon us, 


1, Guilt wil walk in the 
(Con- 


Conſciences of Sinners a 
great while after the Fact 
committed. 

This is plain from the Text, 
Toſeph had been a great while 
| fold by his Brethren, Foſeph 
'| did certainly ſpend many 

Years in Potiphar s Houſe, 

Some ſay ten Years, ſome ſay 

eleven Years, before he was 
| caſt into Priſon, Ir 1s truc, 
| it is ſaid ( Chap. 39. 7. ) at- 
Ik | ff theſe things, his Maſter's 
Wite caft her Eyes upon Fo- 


RP: ſeph.— ( Tris thought by ſumne 

| Expoſitors, it is a miſtake 
ay | 2 reade it) Aſter theſe things, 
p The Latine Tranſlation reads 
its it, After many days. It mult 


th | be reckoned thus, He was 17 
* years of Ape when he was ſola, 


Gen. 37.2. Aud, He wu 
30 years of Age when he ex- 
ie | pronded Pharaoh's Dreamy and. 


Þ 5 W.1S- 


| thers, 


I (#) , | 
was delivered by him, So that 


that time was 13 Years [or | 


14, as you reckon the 17th 
Year when he was fold ei- 


ther begun or ended] Gez. | 


41.46, During which time 
it is ſuppoſed: he ſpent 10 
or I1 in the Houſe of Pori- 
phar, and 3; in the Priſon, 
Now to theſe 13 Years, from 
the time of his Sale, to the 
time of his Advancement by 
Pharaoh, you muſt add the 
7 Years of Plenty that was 
inthe Land of Egypt before 
the Famine began, ( the time 
when his Brethren came to 
him for Corn, and when he 
dealt thus with them, (as in 
the Story) and this diſtreſs was 
#p0rn them, mentioned 1n the 


If *.a:Dr. Texr,) So that the whole, 
{ -45:f-2?, from the: Sale to this time, 


was 20, 0121 * Years, (it 


_— —  —_—_—_——. 


| his Age but to be begun when 


| firſt year of the Famine) and 


and now God awakens it. 


you reckon the 17h Year of 


he was Sold, and the time of 
this their Diſtreſs, to be the 


22, * if the firſt year of Fa- » as Me; 
mine was expired ( as ſome 74792 
think ) ſo thatit was now 20 thers. 
Years at the leaſft,. or 22 at 

the moſt, that this Guilt had 

ſlept in their Conſciences, 


Guilt now riſes and walks 
in their Conſciences after ſo 
many Years being forgotten, 
As we ſay of Murder, [t will 
out'; lo we may fay of other 
Sins, They will out. That is 
a great Text : When the two 
Tribes and an half were to 
take up their Habitations on 
the other ſide Jordan: Moſes: 
preaches a very home Sexr- 


wcB: to them, counſelling! 
then: 


»” 


: 
: 


| ( 'them ſo and ſo, and con- 


Wo 3: ſo, behold, you have finned a- 
gainſt the Lord ; and be ſure 
your Sin will find you out. A 
Metaphor ( Expoſitors ſay ) 
taken from a Blood-hound, 
4 that follows the Thief by 
ſcent, and diſcovers him. Ah, 
Sinners, Guilt is a Blood- 
hound that wil! purſue you, 

l! if and in time make a diſcovery 
Wh Pl. of your Sins. Mixe iniqui- 
= ties (ſays David) take hold 


as a Blood-hound lays hold 


ſtolen the Goods,or as an Hue 
and Cry follows the Male- 
factor, and apprehends him, 
upon which he confeſles the 
Fact. It was ſaid to Carr, 
If thou doſt well, ſhalt not thou 
ve accepted 3 But if thou doſk 


/ M, 


ENumb, 32, cludes: But if you will zot do 


upon me, that I cannot look up ; 


upon the Thief, which hath. 
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it, Sin lieth at thy Door, 
Lurks as a Blood-hound, rea- 
dy to flie upon the guilty 
Thief, as ſoon as he appears; 
and many times it lies there 
a long time together, Guilt 
lay at Davids Door- three: 
quarters of a Year. Conſi- 
dering David was. a good 
Man, confidering his Fact to. 
be ſo deliberate as it was, it 
was a long time for ſuch. an 
heinous piece of Guilt to 
ſleep in his Conſcience , 
whoſe Heart was once ſo ten- 
der, that it ſ\mote him for the 
cutting off of Saul's Gar- 
ment, his implacable Enemy. 
Conſcience may reckon with 
poor Souls after a long time : 
Chriſt may reckon with Souls 
many Years after, It is ſaid, 


Ifter a long time, the Lord of 1 ,.. 


e Se Vants reckoned with 1. 
them, 


Ok 
them. Long forbearances 
as we ſay, is no forgiveneſs, 

So Conſcience may rec- 
kon with a Sinner, and God 
may reckon with a Sinner af- Ja 
ter a long time. Ir is true, ſw 
God may keep ſilence, but Fr 
yet(ſays be) will reprove thee, tc 

' and ſet thy fins in order before tu 
thee, ( viz.) Thy Guilt ſhall Itw 
come out, I will diſcover all; de 

But before we proceed fur- JC 
_ I ſhall premiſe theſe Ifer 
thi : 


T, Guilt may be hid from-Jhei 
the World a long time,it may [mij 
lie zncopnito a long time ; [Cc 

- the ſhame of many a Perſons | : 
nakedneſs may not appear Co 
for many a Year. Whocan 
accuſe them *£ Many Murders 
bave lain hid a long time to- 
'F gether,that God hath brought 

|f'& to light afterwards, Hidden 

[V8 works. 


ATS! 
works of 'Warkneſs have been 
concealed long, as here Guilt 
for many years lay dormant. 
d Jlt is aid at Parir, There was 
f- fa young Woman Brain'd 
e, {with a Hammer: A Smith 
it [from whom the Hammer was 
e, ſtolen was ſuſpected, and tor- 
re Jtured till he was Lame. But 
{ {twenty Years after the Mur- 
derer was Arraigned, and 
r- [Condemned for another Of- 
ſe [fence,and confeſſed this Mur= 
der, Twenty years Guile was 
m-Jhere hid, Many Inſtances 
Ly [might be given in our own 
+ [Country, but I forbear, 
vs | 2, Guilt may be hid from 
ar [Conſcience a long time. .Con- 
an ſcience may be filent, ſtupid, 
1s Jand inſeofible a great while 
o-Jtogether. So- was David : 
htjSo were theſe Brethren of 
er Joſeph's, ſeveral Yeats, This 
ks | 1s 


- velation of the Great Day: 


, not diſcovered until Chriſt. 


is evident, until either God 
by his Word, or Rod, awa = 
ken Conſcience, and then itf 
preaches cuttingly to the ry 
Soul of a guilty Sinner: Didſ * 
not thou play the Wretchh, 
at ſuch a time? and was © 
Drunk at ſuch a time? And * 
did not thou commit Filthi L 
neſs at ſucha time 2 O ! Con- , 
ſcience is a moſt faithful Re-F* 
corder, Thy Sins may liek. 
and lurk a great while in ſe 
cret, yet they will ſpeak out © 
one Day. - 

3- Some Mens Sins are - 
not diſcovered, until the Re- 7 


Some Mens Sins go before: 
hand co Judgment, aud ſomeſ 
follow after, The Hypocri- " 
ſy of the fooliſh Virgins was 


ne 


p 


camc,. We rcade of the hid- by 
den 


Go (17) 

Pen things of Darkneſs, then 

| ether manifeſt : Then 
2 4 * 


e ſecrets of Hearts judg- Rom, 3: 


idgp 
etchll 
Was 


4. God, when he hath a 

+ gn of Pardoning-Grace 
-aþ2d Mercy upon a poor 
thi. uilty Sinner, he will diſco- 
onÞ* his Guilt, 1.Somectimes to 
; 2 he World to ſhame him,in or- 
l;ef* to humble him, And O poor 
..pinner ! hadſt not thou better 
þ* ſhamed here in order to be 

R umbled,than damned hereat- 
aref Ah ! many Sinners had 
? o. Þ2ne on in Sin tothe far end, 
y.[& may be as far as Hell) it 
F "Food had not found them out 
and ſhamed them, 2, Heal- 

wr: ays when he hath a delign 
. of Pardoning-Grace and Mer- 
by y, diſcovers hidden Guilt to 
he Soul it ſelf ; he ſearches 

o tor it, and finds it out: For 
the 


(18) 
the Lord ſets before us even oh ;, 
feerer ſins, Thus now he ſelh2e, 
the Conſciences of Joſeph 
Brethren at work. 

Now our Work will be toe 
quire into the groundsto evinithon 
this truth: That Sin and Guiltf,, 
often walk in the Conſcienſq ; 
ces of Sinners, lovg after the. 
Fact is committed, 1, Bek G 
cauſe when the Fa is com y 
mitted , the Conſcience ind 
ſeared, Wereade of ſeared, 
Conſciences, a Metaphor taþq 
ken from that part which is+ 
Cauterized by an hot Iron, 
and ſo made brawny and in4,,. 
ſenſible, Alas poor Sinner! eig 
it may be Satan's Searing-Ironþyq 
hath cauterized thy Conſci-hg1 
ence, that at preſent it is paſte; 
feeling (as we reade of ſome)he ( 
and then the Sinner goes onſlec 


merrily ; queſtions _— 2 
a 


(19) 
Of js well with him, he is faft 
{el leep, like Fonah, with all 
PPT; Guilt upon him. But now 
eDay comes, that God hath 
Mefign of Grace, it may be 
ion him, or however a de- 
uil&n of Glorifying himſelt ; 
cnnd now he finds out a way 
ng awaken Conſcience, to ſet 


Bck Guilt before it : I will ſet Pal, 50, 
My, Sus in order before thee, 21. 


- Und now the Conſcience be- 
ons to be tender, and relent, 
hd confeſs Sin, and ſay as 
l hey in the Text: Verily, we 
De guztty concerning our Bro- 
ihr. O! now Sin begins to 
*I'tigh heavy upon the Soul, 
onhd the Sinner begins to be 
Citileſs, being prickt in the 
ayeart, Now being prickt in 
he Conſcience, O ! how it 
OMiceds ! 

if 2, Reaſon is,Becauſe when 
a the 


(20) 
the Sin was committed, I ; 
was in hot Blood (as we ſay ®PP' 
O ! many a poor Soul cogp'S * 
mitceth that in hot Blood, 
repents of in cold. By lf 
Blood (1 mean) an Hur 
and heat of Temptation, eltr 
in the hot blood of Paſſiqhtss> 
Is not this hot Blood 2 In iÞþt Ii 
hot blood of Luſt 2. Is oÞf' D 
this hot Blood ? O ! whſthis 
_ hot Blood was David in, whg®D | 
he in Anger boiled ſo agair ot, | 
Nabal! And what hot Blot | 
was he in, w:en he boy] ds 
ſo in Luſt againſt Bazhſbebqp® t« 
But when in cold Blood, f9 it 
was another manner of Map! tc 
Men in cold Blood are conf'al 
derate, compos'd , and calf" ! 
in Spirits and ThoughtFfY 
Now the Guilty Sinner takpMmc 
himſelf to his ſecond though Ive 
and, upon a review of tal 
Fall 


21 


4,4&; O then Sin begins 
ſy appear in its proper co- 
cofþ's, and,as i in Paul's phraſe, rom. 9. g: 
| (Revives, hath a Reſurrect:- 
in the guilty Man's Con- 
zrfjence., And now as [a 
1, ſerum ] it appears and 
7F&lks, and haunts the Sinner 
\ tat he cannot be quiet Night 
at Day. It is with Sinners 
wig this reſpe&, as it is with a 
;þ4an 10 a Fight, that gets a 
ainfot, but, being warm, at pre- 
',4Þt feels it not; but after- 
/1$þrds the loſs of Blood cauſes 
, m to faint, Perſons enga- 
, din their Temptations, do 
. t feel the fiery Darts, that 
ian (hoots at them. O ! 
alt in cold Blood , how do 
tohcy cry out! Whea they 
kÞme to a feeling of them- 
hþ'ves, what they have done 
Þ-ivlt God, and againſt their 


ac Own 


Prov, 28. 
a3 


22) 


own Souls, Remember Seat 
ners, what you commit Prov 
your hot Blood, you will, 1, 
pent in your cold ; and it nþ,y 
walk in your Conſciences&,rd 
terwards : He that rebukethhh, 
Man, afterwards ſhall fi;1. 
auvour, more thanx he that fltyhe 
tereth with his Tongue ( (he 
Solomon) viz. When a r 
is in cold Blood, compoſedfhim 
his Spirit, then he couliddLor 
this fricndly rebuke was his 
Love. | the 
3- Reaſon, Why Guilſhrai 
often walks in the Conlecry 
ence after the Fa&t is conyh; 
mitted, 1:, Becauſe the cleye 
ſtom of Sin takes away tDz 
conſcience of Sin. CuſtoJHo 
in Sin is a very hardniJCy 
thing, when Sinners haſ , 
gotten habits of Sin ; one (no; 
being Drunk, another of beinſcgr 
Uncleat 


(23) 
'SFlean , another of being 
t Proud ; now all ſence of Sin 


 Whanye his Skin, or the 

3 Srd his Spots 1 No more car 
eMhey that are accuſtomed to do 
vil, do good, O! but now 
hen the Loxd muſters up 
{he Sins of a poor - guilty 
VaWretch, in order to bring 
-d im to Repentance, then the 
d4Lord makes this Sin walk in 
$ Jhis Conſcience , and the 0- 
_ [ther Sin is brought to remem- 
Wſhrance, O ! now the Soul 
alc crys out, Men and Brethren, 
-olwhat ſhall I do e My Sin is 
Clever before me. O how was 
tD2vid haunted with his guilc! 
tofHow did it now walk in his 
niConſcience ! 

1a, 4. Reaſon, Sinners are ig- 
Enorant of the ſad cftects and 
-Mconſequences of Sin, until 
2at after- 


L = 


ll; loſt, Can the ae" Hh 2m Jer. 13-23, 
0 


L.nke I 4 


Zi, 


Ita. 59.12. 


(24) 
afterwards. Alas, man 
times Sinners know not whi 
they do when they comm per 
Sin, . .I.. Ihcy know nd que 
what they do in finning  finr 
gainſt God. David in hif He 
heat of Temptation did nd 
conſider It, until atrerwards WO! 
then he cried out, Againfenc 
thee, againſt thee only have ISin 


ſinned, The Prodigal did n Wro 


know what he did, in the gqyit 
ing from his Father ; but at} don 
terwards how did he cry out] ot 
I have ſinned againſt Heaven] not 
and in thy ſight. Now Gullf Soy 
did walk in his Conſcienccy Sq 
Now Sinners cry oOutf{ces 
with them in the ProfSin 
phet, For our Tranſereſſionl and 
are multiplied before thee, an P2r 
our Sins teſlific againſt us, fi De; 
our T ranſpreſſions are with us app 
and as for our Iniquities nl 


kn 


(25) 


know them, 2. Now the 
Eyes of the Sinner being 0- 
{ pened, he ſees the ſad couſe- 
quences of Sin, that he hath 
ſinned againſt his own Soul. 
He that ſinneth, wrongeth his Pro. 8.35. 
1 ov Soul, O nOoW , what 
SI work is there in the Conſci- 
"I encc, when the poor Guilty 
* {Sinner ſecs how he hath 

wronged his own Soul 7 yea, 
20 without Mercy from God,un- 
ay done it for ever * nay, with- 
ut] 0:1t Repeutance, thou halt 
em not ovly wronged thy own 
uy Soul, but damned thy own 
cc Soul. O now th2 Sinner 
» {ces the reward and wages of 
ro} Sin is Death. The firſt Death, 
on and the ſecond Death, Tem- 
my poral Death, and Eternal 
/4 Death ; and now it begins to 
wy appear 11 its proper Colours ; 
nq but alas this is not until at- 
MA terwards, KW 5 « Sin 


Jer. 8.6, 


(26) 

5. Sin walks after the Faq 
committed , becauſe the ag. 
gravations of Sin ordinarily 
do not appear until after: 
wards. That which makes 
Sin ftand up in the Conſci- 
ence of a Sinner, is the ag: 

avation of Sin, which i 
Faid before it uſually by Re- 
fleting AQs; therefore the 


work of Repentance is ſet} c 


forth , by theſe Reflecting 
Ads: O, ſays the penitent 
Sinner , What have I done! 
Alas ! a Sinner in an hour of 
Temptation, doth not take 
time to deliberate upon it, to 
_—_ into the Aggravations of 

- butall theſe come in as 
Aker claps: Theſe are Con 
ſcience's After-claps. Oh! 
what aggravations undoubt- 
edly did appear in this caſe, 
of their Guilt againſt their; 
Bro- 


(27) 
{| Brother Joſeph! 1, They 

"| ſpeak like Perſons aggrava- 

JF ting their Guilt, O now they 

"| cry out, We are verily guilty _ 37- 
R concerning our Brother ! O FI 
"| now they ſee the aggravation 

> | of their Sin againſt their Bro- 

ther, againſt the Law of Re- 
"lation, To wake a Slave of 

a Stranger, had been a great 
TSin ; but to make a Slave of 

[a Brother, this was an higi:cr 
aggravation, and we find this 

| conſideration ſtartled Frdah, 

Let not our hand be upon him, 

for he is our Brother, This 

was 4 fin azainſt the Law of 
Nature, and the Law of Re- 
lation, as well as the Law of 
Religion, 2. They have this 
aggravation of the matter of 
Fat, it was committed a- 
paint Warning. Thus you 
ice Reuben rubs them with it 

" C3 in 


ale 


(23) 
in their diſtreſs : Spake I net 
unto you, ſaying, ao not fin a-| 
gainſt the Ghild, and you would 
not hear ? therefore, behold, his 
Blood ts required, O now ( all 
comes out, as weſay ) co fm 
againſt Warning, is a great 
2pgravation: O now,ſays the 
guilty Conſcicnce once awa- 
kened, how fairly wert thou 
warned ! nay, how frequent- 
ly wert thou warned ! O ſays 
Conſcience, did not I ſpeak 
to thee, and tell thee ſolemn: 
ly,thou ſhouldſt anſwer for it, 
and God would require it ? 
3. There was this aggravati- 
on in it,there was Thetr, yea, 
the higheſt Theft in it ; it was| 
Man-ſtealing, ( as Foſeph ſays 
himſelf) / was ftolen away 
out of the Land of the He- 
brews. Now this kind ol 
Theft was puniſhable by 
death, 
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death. He that ſtealrth STEP JA 
| Man and ſellzth him \ (ball ſure- © 


ly be put to d-ath. And, O 
thea what an aggravation of 
Sin ws this, to fell tneir own 
Brother ! 4. There was this 
aggravation of Guilt ſtood 
up in their Conſciences, it 
was a deliberate A, (as was 
hinted before) an Act of 
Counſel and Conſpiracy (the 


Text is expreſs in it ) And is. 37- 


when they ſaw him wag "ff, 
even before he cam? near them, 
they conſpired againſt him to [lay 
him, And as they joyned 
in their Conſpiracy, now up- 
on guilt walking in their 
Conſciences, they in my 
Text, joyn in their Con'cflt- 
on, O! ſo it is with Sin- 
ners, when Sin is laid home 
rothe charge of Conſcience, 
O, but was it not a plot:ed 
C 3 P Cece 


 Pfa!, 32.5. 


own Father, 


piece of Guilt, a contrived 
piece of Guilt, a deliberate 
Ac? David tells us, he ſaid, 
He would confeſs his Sin, and 
God forgave the Iniquity of bis 
$:z, ( viz.) The deliberate- 
neſs of it; it may be he 


points at that. particular ag-| 


oravation. 5. Aggravation 
that ſtood up in the Conſci- 
ences of Joſeph's Brethren, 
was their hiding of it;and this 
put themupon dreadful Lying 
and Diſſembling with their 
Father, 
Some evil Beaſt hath devoured 
him. This have we found, 
know whether it be thy Son's 
Goat or 30, O what dread- 
fil work was here ! This 1s 
the fruitof Sn, to cover and 
hide all with Lyes to their 
6. Aggrava- 
tion was there Cruclty, and 


Ha 
tel 
| wh 
no 


And we mill ſay,| 


He 
on 
v1 


Hard- |} 


31 
Hard-heartedneſs. The Text 
tells you, They would not heat 
when he beſought them. And 
now this cuts them to the 
Heart. So will Conſcience 
one day, ſay to the giilty 
Sinner: O!did not I befecch 
thee to hearken to me | Did 
not I bcſeech thee not to do 
this abominable thing which 
God hates! Did not I tel! 
thee the ſad cftects of it, but 
thou wouldit not hear. 7, Ag- 
gravation, it was their envy 
to their Brother, They |a- 
ted him becauſe of his 
Dream, ot their Sheaves 
bowing to his ; and now they 
ſee the fruit of this their En- 
vy. O now, when the ag- 
pravations of Sin are ſet 
home by God upon the Con- 
icience, O then Sin appears 


| (as the Apoſtle phraſes it) 


C 4 to 


(32) 
to be exceeding finful. Sin 
appears as a walking Ghoſt, 
or Speltrum, that haunts the 
Soul, 

Now I ſhall proceed to the 
improvement of this Practi- 
cal Truth. Then, 1. It af- 
fords us this Inſtruction, that 
Sin leaves its ſting behind it, 
It may be the ſting of Sin doth 
not appear at firſt : It may 
ſeem to the Sinner to be an 
harmlcſs thing, but it always 
leaves ſome thing behind it, 
that will torment the Soul at 
one time or another, and 
this (Sinners) is a thing 
called Guilt, There is a 
Worm that is bred by Sin ; 
and this is a guilty Conſci- 
ence, And the Worm, O 
how terribly doth it gnaw ! 


# ,A#No Torment like the gnaw- 


ivg of a guilty Conſcience 
It 


33 
it iS no leſs than an Hell on 
Earth ; it is to be in Hell's 
flames before-hand, It you 
could ask GCaiz, he would 
tell you what a Torment an 
awakened guilty Conſcience 
- | is. If you could ask Joſeph's 
Brethren, they would tell 
you, If you could ask 
' Francis Spira, he would tcil 
you, If you could. ask 7-- 
l das, he would tell you, whe- 
ther Sin aftcr its commiſhon, 
* | doth not leave a ſting behind 
it, Nay, to come down to 
4 | your latter Iimes, ask But- 
5 
1 


ler, the peniteve Murderer, 
Nay, ask Savage, and they 
will tc!l you, that Guile. 
waiks in the Conſcience at- 
terwards, O how bath this 
ſting of Guilt made rany 
poor Souls cry out, and roar 
again, We all mourn like 
of | L'ov's 
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Doves, and roar all like 
Bears : What was the mat- 
ter? Their iniquities teſtified 
againſt them, O whatdiſpair 
it hath brought many into ! 
Therefore it was good Coun- 
ſel of the Philoſopher, Look 
not upon Pleaſure coming, but 
going, And as he ſaid, when 
askt, ſo much for lying with 
a famous Harlot : I will not 
buy Repentance at ſo dear a 
Rate, O! Will! not ſuch 
Philoſophers ſhame thou- 
ſands of Chriftians? O ! 


What a dear bargain will 


your pleaſurable or profitable 
Luſts be to you, either here 
or hereafter 

2. Learn we hence, that 
though Conſcience be dumb 
and filent now, yet it will 
not always be ſo. It may be 
thy. filent Conſcience is a 
Ts, 
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ſeared Conſcience , but: the 
day may come, as filent as ic 
1s now, It will open at thee 
though it now be a lleeping 
Lion, yet it may bea Roaring 
Lion, Foſeph's Brethren had 
their Conſciences ſilent ma- 
ny Years, twenty Years to- 
gether, but now it ſpeaks to 
them, and charges their guilt 
home upon them3 and they 
could not ſtand before the 
Charge and Indi&tment, but 
plead Guilty, David's Con- 
ſcience was ſtrangely benum- 
med for three quarters of a 
Year together 3 as you have 
heard : But when it was awa- 
k-ned, O how it roared upon 
hm! 1 am feeble and ſore bro- Dial. 38.3. Wh 
| kex, [| haveroared by reaſon of 
the diſquietneſs. of mine heart. 
3. Learn we hence: that 
the worlt.is not paſt, becauſe 
SL: 
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Sin at preſent is not diſco- 
vered. Many poor Sinners 
think, O! their guilt is ſo 
ſecret and concealed, that the 
World knows not of it ; their 
Chriſtian Acquaintance 
know not of it ; their near 
and dear Relations know 
pot of it; by this they flatter 
themſelves, and thinpk the 
worſt is paſt, O poor Sin- 
ners! conſider with your 
ſelves, God knows of it, and 
Conſcience knows of it, and 
it will and muſt come out 
{ſooner or later: O then the 
worſt is to come, when. Sin 
ſhall either be charged upon | 
you by an awakened Con- 
ſcience, or by a Revenging 
God. Ah Sinners ! What 
Hearts can endure, or what 
Hands can be made ſtrong in 
the 
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the day the Lord ſhall deal 
with you. 

Learn hence, God is 
not only an Holy God, but 
an Omniſcient God; he is 
Holy, and by no means will 
he clear the Guilty, This is 
a piece of his Name : But he 
is alſo an Omniſcient God, 
knows where all the Sinners 


ſecret Guilt lies: Our ſecret Pal. go.8. 


Sins are ſet before the Light of 
his Countenance, The Lord 
ſaw all this ſecret Guilt of 
Joſeph's Brethren ; it was (as 
is ſaid ) laid up with him, ;, 
| and hid among his Trea-* 
| ſures. What, poor Sinners ! 
though your Relations ſee it 
not, nor the World ſee it nor, 
yet God ſees it, Conſcience 
ſees itz you can do nothin 
out of the fight of Conſci- 
ence, 

5, Learn 


5, Learn we hence the 
reaſon of that ſorrow thatma- 
ny times follows Sin, ſo that 


the Sinner knows not where 


to reft, Thus Butler, the pe- 
nitent Murderer. Thus poor 
Savage, whoſe Caſe was the 
greateſt Sermon ever preacht 
at Ratcliff-GCroſs, The rea- 
ſon of this Sorrow is the 
guilt that Rticks in the Con- 
ſcience ; this fills the Soul 
with Horrour and Sorrow. O 
now the Soul becomes a ter- 
rour to itſelf, and it may be 
a terrour to all that are round 
about him. When you are 
tempted to Sin, O that you 
did but think this Sin will end 
in ſorrow ! WYll it not be 
bitterneſs in the latter end ? 
O how would this tend to the 
breaking of the power of a 
Temptation !. 

The 
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The 24. Improvement of 
the Truth, is by way of Cau-' 
tioo, If Sin leave Guilt be- 
hind , O then take heed of 
Sin ! Then poor Sinners, this 
may well be a Sermon to you 
againſt Sin, O then, 1. Take 
heed of Sins that make deep 
Wounds in the Conſcience, 
ſuch Sins as do ( Vaftare Cor- 
ſcientiam ) make havock of 
Conſcience, ftos againſt Light, 
apainſt the Light of Nature ; 
as thy own Conſcience will ac- 
cuſe theeof, if thou didſt not 
lit under the Light of the Go- 
ſpcl. Joſeph's Brethrens was 
ſuch a Sin; David's wasſuch a 
Sin : And, O how did it there- 
torebreak his Bones ! What 
are your ſecret Drunkenneſ\- 
ſes, Uncleanneſs, your ſecret 
Night-haunts, will chey not 
all come out one day, and be 
brought 


brought to light: ? Are they. 
not ſins againſt Light ? Yea | 
againſt the Light of Nature: ue 
Could you fin without con 2% 
troul of Conſcience, it youſ r | 
did not put your Finger if” 
the Eye of Nature ? 
2, Take heed then gal 
ſecret Sins alſo , be they ne 
ver ſo hidden, they will walk 
in your Conſcievces another 
day. Take heed of the works 
of Darkneſs, they will come 
to light. ” Did Foſeph's Bre- ry 
thren thivk when they ſoldf" 
their Brother, it would havef zuſe 
come out thus ? Let not Sa-P"*< 
tan, and your own Hearts" 
flatter you , to think your lat 
fins will always be hid, be. F l 
cauſe at preſent they are ſo, 
3. Take heed of beivg har- 
dened in fins. Becauſe 5 al 
:icems by his Providence to 
wink. F 


jake 
y F 
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ne ink at it: Many do {o, Be- Plal, 50, 
" $#ſe ( fays God) I kepe fi- © 


N 172 thou thoughtſt I was al- 
70 yether like thy ſelf. Like 
: hoſe, that Becauſe Sentence OY 
4s not ſpeedily executed, their 
rr were fully ſet in them to 
e077. Whereas they ſhould 
1;Þake this uſe of it: God's for- 
erfcarance is to be the ſpace of 
ky Repentauce. 
| 4+ Take heed of flattering 
. four ſelves, that your Sins 
q 11 never come 0.t all, be- 
zuſe they have been a long 
me hid, You ſee to the 
ontrary: Magy have come 
tlaſlt to condign Puriſhment 
_ pr long hidden and conceal- 

d Iniquities, It may be, 
| Pinner, God's time is not Fyet 
'Fome, to make a diſcovery 

ft thy Wickedneſs. It may 


Þe thou art-not ripe enough 
in 


c 
- 


Al 
in Sin. It may be the Lafſead 
is all this while letring thy 111 
alone to fill up thy Meaſurgent 
It may be thy 7»punity fro wO! 
Temporal Judgments, is thſþprtat 
Spiritual Judgment, God igaud 
his wrath threatens ſome, T4{Stin 
he will not puniſh their 
and Daughters, when they conpy © 
mit Adultery, Sinners, yoſple C 
think it a brave thing faſo # 
God to let you alone in youſs 4g 
Sin, and ſpare you : And alaq] 1+ 
all this he may do in the hotfeave 
reſt Wrath and Diſpleaſure, pent 
5. Take heed of finful expers; 
cuſing and covering your Sin nly 
4 'ov. 28- Fe that covereth his Sin ſh th 
; not proſper, but he that conſt 
feſſeth and forſaketh his Sip, 

ſhall find Mercy. O | now Fo 

ſeph's Brethren do not exculq"e 

and cover their Sin, O ! nowp"1s 
conſcience is awakued & theypnc 
plead 


Hof, 4:14. 
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.oofead guilty with one conſent. 
thy 111. The next improve- 
urgent of the Truth, is this. 
ro word of Counſel and Ex- 
chortation: Then let us all 
| and clearof Sin, if it leave 
Sting behind its O! then 
in awe, and finnot. O 
omſy this with Foſeph, in the 


zofaſe of his Miſtreſs: How can Gen. 39.9. 


fo do this great Wickedneſs, and 
ous 4g 47nſt God ? 

a4 1. Stand clear of Sin, it 
otfeaves that behind, will tor- 
, ſent you. Alas, poor Sin- 
-x$ers, they conſult at preſent 
injnly the pleaſure of Sin, on- 
fy the ſatisfaction of a pre- 
nent Luſt, and the profic of 
iv, but they do not conli- 
cr the guilt of Sin. Did 
$0e Thief conſider, O ! but 
$015 fin will leave a Sting be- 
ypind it, and it will expoſe 
d him 


(44) 
him to the danger of 14 
Law,-it will end in Tybw pard 
O ! how this would awe tence 
check him: ſo did but Y1zer 
ners argue with themſchſys 
O this wicked Trade of mc 
this ſinful Courſe of midiq c 
what will itend in © Þ (a1 
not end in Hel! > Dotifþ, 
nor expole me t0 the WT: me 
of a Righteous God ? Ghai 
would not ſuch a confideſy lj, 
tion cool the boyling ht d 1 
of many a Sinner's Luſt *þe \ 
is the miſery of Sinners, th; - 
look not to an afterwarg}j,. 
but only at preſent conſif.,. 
cither their Pleaſure or th(g,y 
Profit, uda 

2. Stand clear of Sin, nd 
it will be very terrible to yQim 
when it ſhall haunt yo 
Conſcicnces, There is thre 
ſuch terrible Spec7rum in tifh, 
Wor! 


(45) 
Fold, as the walking of 
bur pardoned Sin in the Con- 
'C Fence, O what horrour and 
© Jazement did this Sin of Fo- 
C"18)'s Brethren make in their 
MEnſciences! And O, what 
J id caſe was David in,when 
| ſaid, My Sin ts ever be- 
tif. me! As if he had ſeen 
"Inc Speitrum, or Appariti- 
+ haunting him. You would 
Mt live in an haunted Houſe, 
hd yet how many Sinners 
' fe with haunted Conſcien- 
tif; - They are Magor-miſſa- 
12; Terrours to themſelves, 
f ©, and to thoſe that ſtand 
out them. O ! how did 
was's guile haunt him ? 
| ind Spzr2 his guilt haunt 
Tim 
7 3. Stand off from Sin, tor 
Pne Sin will beget another, 
_ hus did the Sin of Joſeph's 
. 3rethren, 
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Brethren, they now muſt uſo 
ver it with his Coat, they nofſ® l 
muſt lye to their aged Fathe od P 
and ſay,an evil Beaſt hath ps 
voured him. O ! where wif® Y 
Sin have an end ! SinnerÞ* ! 
you know the beginning q**"! 
Sin, but who knows the enff** © 
thereof * Who knows whe jt j 
Sin will top? Sinners, yoſ< 
know not what you do, wheſ® © 
you meddle with)Sin. Sinf**** 
chain hath many Links, an{Þ"< 
they all depend one upon af ? 
other. And I muſt tell youſ * 
one Sin is ſo cloſe linkt to anÞ! 
other, that they lead one tr 
another. Thieving leads tq * 
Lying, Lying to Denyingſ'<* 
with Appeals to God, and id 
on to Swearing , and from”'* 
Swearing on to Hardning, F* 

4. Stand clear of Sin, for” ' 
God will vifit your Sin upon * 
you 


(47) 
> $ou ſooner or later, Though it 
1002s long firſt, yet you ſee 
h$0d puniſhes this Sin of Fo- 
a$j's Brethren; now God 
vas viſiting for it, O (Sirs) 
ere viſiting of God for Sin, is 

Itcrrible thing ! Do you not 


«rar the Lord ſay, Shall I zot Jer, 5-9- 


\eÞit for theſe things ? O poor 
yoſnners ! though God let 
heJou alone at preſent, yet the 
ingears of your Viſitation ſhall 
.nJome. 

ard 5+ Stand clear of Sin,there 
ou$ 2 worſe thing than all this 
arfÞollows it, ( viz.) Wrath to 
, ome, O, may it not be ſaid 
. (4 any one of you, nay, to 
novelty one of you, aS was 


| (1d to her,Go Jour ways,fun 20 John 5.14. 


onfiore, leſt a worſe thing come 

wo you. A worſe thing ? 
fo, what can that be > Wrath 
of? come, Hell and eternal 
ou Tor- 


(45) 
Torments, the Worm thJll ] 
never dies, the Fire that nfent 
ver goes out, Did 

Second Counſel is to ſtarlool 
clear of ſecret Guilt, the miſtart 
covert Guilt whatſocveſ$ha] 
This Sin of Foſeph's BrethrSint 
was a covered Sin for marfthe 
years together. This is {Wo 
that tempts many a poor Sofſecr 
toſlin, Who ſceth it « Wold 
knoweth it © It ſhall nenghad 
come? to light: Ali will tt 1 
wrapt up in clean LinneQhey 
and reſt in darkneſs and fool 
lenceall my days. Anduf 2 
on this very account, manſiron 
poor Souls, they fall into thþt C 
Snares, becauſe laid in t(Con 
dark and ſecret for them. Þeſl 

1. Conſider poor Sinnerfſeph 
God looks on when you conwcl 
mit ſecret Sins, there is n(0 ( 
thing hid from him. He 


(49) 


thJall Eye : He is an Omniſci- 
' tffent God, O poor Sinner ! 
Didit but thou think God 
tajlooks on, O how would this 
mgſartle thee in the a of Sip ! 
veſShall the Eye of Men make 
hIinners afraid, and ſhall not 
anjthe Eye of God much more ? 
s {Would Joſeph's Brethren thus 
Safecretly and pertidiouſly have 
Vilſold their Brother, if they 
enghad conſidered God ſaw them 
| Tat the Bargain making , it 
nefthey had conlidered God 
1 Jooked on ? 
lu 2, Poor Sinners, ſtand off 
anfirom ſecret Sins, for the eye 
tht Conſcience looks on ; and 
FConſcience is a thouſand wit- 
1, ſneſſes, Conſcience in Jo- 
.enſeph's Brethren , could very 
onwcll remember their Guil:, 
nd ( Sirs ) Conſcience hath 
ec Þ ſtrange Memory. O it a 
D YINNCT 


Fcclcx, ro, 
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Job 20.27. 


Sinner did but ſolemnly 
bate the Matter with himſel 


(50) 


and ſay, O, but if I comm 
this fin never ſo ſecretly, m 
Conſcience is Witneſs, an 


will tell me of it anoth: 


day, and gripe me for it an 
ther day. O how wou 
theſc thoughts be an Imped 
ment in the way of many 
Sinner ! 

3. Poor ſinners, ſtand « 
from ſecret ſins, for ſect, 
ſins have many times ſtrang| 
ly come to light : A Bird 
the Air ſhall tell the Matt: 
( ſays Solomon); viz. Sin ſh; 
be diſcovered by improbat 
and unlikely means, 
reade of others, that Heav: 
ſhall reveal their Iniquit 
The Heaven ſhall reveal 
iniquity, and the Earth 6 
riſe up againſt hins, ny 


d 
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4 than it ſhall be hid, Heaven 
elj and Earth ſhall conſpire to 
q bring it co light, God hath 
of late given us notable In- 
ſtances, in deceiving wicked 
bg Mens Plots and Projects a- 
painſt theſe poor Nations. 

4. Stand off from ſecret 
Sins. They are moſt dange- 
rous, becauſe they go a great 
while undiſcovered; and the 

J concealment of them often 
crq is an occaſion of being hard- 
gd ned in them, and putting off 
4 Repentance for them, God 
tt often makes uſe of Shame 

J upon diſcovery of ſome ſe- 
2bJ cret Sin, to be a means to 

lead to Repentance. 
wd 5. The longer Guile lies 
ity hid, the louder will it roar 
' in the Confcience when dif- 
covered ; thus you ſee it did 
q with Foſeph's Brethren, O, 


2 now 
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now their guilty Conſcience 


roar upon them, though i 


had been hid ſo long. O, what fore 


work will Sin make in th 
Conſcience, when it {hal 
walk there after tho 
thoughtſt it had bcen buriec 
twenty or thirty years.! ( 
then, who would not ſand 
off from ſecret Sins ! 


Third word of Counſe]* 
O then repent of {in,it guilt - 


ſtay behind after the Fact bt 
committed. Is it not the! 
high time that your (in ſhoul. 
be blotted out upon your Re 
pentance 2 I muſt tell you 
Sinners, the guilt of fin | 
upon your Conſciences, ut 
til your Repentance, Yo 
le under Guilt, if it be twen 
ty years after, What thi 
you have eſcaped the Reven 
givg Hands of God hitherto 
y4 


and 
rg! 


ywnt 
all 

Yee 
Lot 


0 


\ced/Ef the Guilt is upon your, 
'Jand that binds you ; there- 
hore you ſee, Repentance 

and Remiſhon of Sin goes 
ajjcogether. O poor Sinners, 
until you ſincerely Repent,. 
all your Guilt is upon you » 
Yea, it is marked before the 
Lord, and O how ſad is this 
to have. the Huilt of all 
thy Sins that thou haſt com- 
| mitted co this very day, up- 

on the back of thy Soul ! 

1 Fourth word of Counſel, 
O then flie to the Blood of 
Chika 


Guilt will walk in 
your Conſciences when once 
J awakened , until the Blood 
of Chriſt be ſprinkled upon 
k them : Until you by an eye 

of Faith, behold the Lamb 
of God, who takes away. the 
Sins of the World, What 
though Guilt hath laid long 


D3 upgn 
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Sin be of old ſtanding, yet 


the Blood of Chriſt takes it Þ) 


away, Ic cleanſes from all 
Sin , new or old, great or 
ſmall, Inormities or Infirmi- 
ties ; fins againſt Light, or 
fins againſt Love, © then 
come, Sinners, come to the 
Blood of Sprinkling. 

Fifth word of Counſel is, 
O then do not lie long in your 
Guilt! To fall into Sin is 
dangerous , but to lie long 
when fallen is much more 
dangerous. Theſe BE een 
of Foſeph's laid long in their 
Sin and Guilt, O poor Sin- 
ners, when you tall by Sin, 
make haſte to get vp by Re- 
pentance. 

1, Whatif you ſhould be 
gardned in Guilt? and do 
you not run the hazard of be- 


ing 


upon you ? What though the Þ'$ 1 


lie 10 


ing hardned in Sin when you 
lie in it? It may be before 
you Commit ir, you think you 
may repent of it when you 
r [vill ; but alas, you may ſoon 
j. foe hardned through the de- 
x Iceitfulneſs of Sin. Dr. Pre- 
x {fon, ſpeaking of the deccit- 
> [fulneſs of Sin, O, ſays he, $7 
in the firſt temptation to the 
Sinner ſeems little; commit but 
+ [this once, and thou mayſt after- 
; {wards repent of it , and thou 
needeſt never commit this Yin 
apain, But alas ( ſays he) 
every Sin committed leaves 
the Spawn of another Sin upon 
the Soul, and after once, the 
Soul is eafily led into another 
A, until it be hardned through 
the deceitfulneſs of Sin, 

2, What if you diein it? 
You may lie in it, and die in 
it, O, whatit God ſayſuch 
D 4 a 
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a word to you in your Guilt 
unrepented of, as he did to 
thoſe Jews, You ſhall die in 
our Sinc—? O, is not this 


a dreadſul thing to die in Sin! 


You thiuk it ſad to die in 
Debt to Men ; whatis 1: then 
to die in Sin, which is debt 
to God, with all your fins up- 
on the back of your Souls? 
W har, if thou dieſt an unpar- 
doned Sinner, art thou not 
damned if thou hadſt ten 
thouſand Souls? And, O 
what a venture doſt thou run 
that lieſt in Sin ! 

3. O donotliein Sin, The 
longer it is Jaid in, the har- 
der it will be. to repent of: 
Thelongera Sinnerlies in his 
Fall, the harder he is to Riſe, 
As the larger a Diſcaſe is up- 
on a Perſon, the more dith- 
cult is the Cure, A Man 
feels 


feels not at firſt when he lies 
upon the Ground, but if he 
lies a while, he grows ſtiff, and 
can very hardly riſe, Thus 
it will be with a Soul that lies 
long in-Sin: O thea repent 
ſpeedily of Sio, 


G EN, Xl, /2 | ty 
Therefore is this Diſt) oh 
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V | 'E are - now .come' to 

the ſecond part of the 
Text, (viz. ) The Reflecti- 
on, or Accuſation of, Joſeph's 
Brethren, their Conlcicnces 
now being awakened by theip 
Aftiiction, they now jointly 
draw up this Conclutton' and 
Indtment again{tchcmfe! ves: 
Os pu pah is. this wt x 


Ds5 . We. 


t. We have the Reflecti 
on it ſelf, O how quick was 
Conſcience now! What 
uick, work ſometimes doth 
ence of Guilt make ? Onow] T 
they cry out with an Aſleve- and 
ration , Ferily we are guilty, |Vay 
NC. _—_ 
2. We have the occaſion|Po0 
of. this ReflteRion ,  ( vis, ) | tou 
Their preſent Diſtreſs. Now 0 
they were under Afﬀiction, | but 
(For their being all this while | ſay 
in the hand of Joſeph was an | he 
unknown Buſineſs to them ). | u! 
Their diſtreſs and. ſtrait. was. | 9 
great, and now they as one | fin 
Man conclude for their guilt, | thi 
this Diſtreſs was come npou | 0: 


them, [ 
1 T 
'Y The Truth the Texe pre-. | m 


= fents us with, is this: | b' 
| ins 4. day of Aﬀiiction, 
_D_—_ | Con» 


Conſcience u very quick 
and aitive in its Refle- 


(Fon. 


This is a profitable Truth, 


.Jand worth inquiring into,ſuch 


Days as theſe, when ſo ma- 
ny are hardned 1a their fins. 
Poor Sinners ruffle it out, and 
ſtout it out againſt God in a 
a day of Proſperity. O who 
but they / with Pharaoh, 

ſaying, Whew be Lord ? Thus 
he ſwaggers. it out : but ſtay 
until an Hand of 'God be up- 
on him, and then you will 
find him of another mind; O 
then, Send for Moſes to pray 
for me.,!' Then he confeſſes, 
I and my People are wicked, 
Thus & Prophet Jeremiah 
makes the wild Aſs an Em- 
blem ( and that very fitly ) 
of a wicked Man ip his pro- 
ſperous-: 


- yi 


| 


| (er.2.24- 


ſperous condition , running 
on in Sin: As. the wild Aſ; 
ſuuſfs up the Wind. at her plea- 
ſure, All Counſel, all In 
ſtruction, all Advice is: loſt ; 
All that- ſeek. her, do but 
weary themſelves, But ſtay 


antil her Months of Aﬀiiction 
and Diſtreſs come, and then. 
they may be ſpoken with, In. 
their. Months. one ſhall find: 


them, O now Conſcience 


begins to talk with them, and: 


call: them to:a ſerious debate 
concerning their paſt lives and 
TranſaQions, God often ſets: 
Conſcience to diſcourſe with. 
Sinners, in the day. of their 
Diſtreſs. We have plenti-. 
ful Inſtances of this Truth in 
holy Writ. You may find 
it- proved of the worſt of 
Men, 2s: well as. of God's 
own People, The caſe. of 
| Gain, 


Gatn 
on V 
meet 
and 
ſciet 
may 
Con 
was 
him 
fon 
fha 
gain 
Not 
WAS 
did” 
neſs 


whe 


tot 
how 
n 1 
him 
fore 
all | 
Go 


GCatn, what a quick Reflei- 


Conſcience, Alas ! Who 
was in the World to flay 
him ? Ir was only the conclu-. 
lon of his guilty. Conſcience. 
{hab had: ſinned highly a- 

ainſt the Lord , he: was a: 
Non-ſuch for. a.Sinner, There 
was ne like unto Ahab, which' 
aid” ſet hamiſelf to work wicked- 


' Uneſs in the figbt of God, Yet 


- Iwhen this poor Wretch-came 


to hear of God's Threatnings, 
- how quick' was Conſcience 


in making Reflefions upon. 
him, he humbled himſelf be-. 
fore the Lord, Manaſſeh tor. 
all his Abominations , when) 
God brought him inco- the - 
Briats,. 


on was: that of his,. All that 
meet-me will lay me. His in. 
*Jand guilt walked in his Con-: 
ſcience.. A4be/'s Ghoſt (as EF 
way ſay ) he haunted Carz's. 


24. 


1King.21. | 


Briars, then Conſcience fell 
to work; O now Manaſſeh 
came to know the Lord ! Q 
now. he humbled himſelf ! Ic} 
How ordinary is this ? How [mo 
many wicked Men ſometimes fthe 
upon a ſuppoſed Death-bed, [Bea 
ſometimes upon a real Death- [noy 
bed, have confeſſed that guilt |{y 
which hath laid dormant in|ga; 
their Conſciences a very longhiſrg 
time? How have they had teſt 
all their Sins ſet in order. be-]{ 
fore their Eyes © O how haye[gid 
all their former. committed ]The 
Wickedneſles ( though ne-[But 
ver ſo ſecret) taken hold of |whi 
them !  Ither 
Now for the. Proof of it; JAM 
as to the Godly in particular, [The, 
they contribute witneſs a* [bers 
bundantly to this Truth ; his. 
therefore when we find them |Foy, 
under che Hand of God, what [him 
| CON: 


confeſſion do. they make to 
God * What ſupplications 
) [do they pour out to God. at 
ſuch cimes* How do they 
W mourn like Doves? and, as 
$ the Church ſaith, roar like 
I, [Bears , accuſing themſelves 
. now in a day of Diſtreſs p As 
thr our Iniquittes, they teſtifie 
N fugainſ us, Ac = Ik 
Iſrael; That God flew the fat- 

teſt on, and ſmote the cho- 
- [ſen Men of Ifracl. O, what 
©[did they then in this fad day ? 
d[Then they returned to the Loyd, 
«But alas, all this was but 
f [while the AMiction was upon 

them, David, when under 
JAftliction, O how he Refle&s, 
, [There was no reſt-in his Bones, 
* [becauſe of God's. Anger , and 
$4is. Sin, And Jonah, guilty 
N [Torah !- when God had d' 
C[him aut; how. quick was Con- 
_  ſeiencs 


Ifa. 59; 
I 231 Zn 


Pal. 98; 
31, 344 


fcience with him © For 
ſake is this evil come upon you 
Galt me over-boaxd, He ac F | 
knowledges himſelt to be the 'F 
Storm-breeder, 


Now, Firſt, We (hall en 4 . 
quire what a Reflection of oub 
Conſcience is.. 

Secondly, What Conſaf - 
ence doth Reflect upon in 4 ._- 
day of Diſtreſs. "up 

Ttiirdly, W hat kind of Re 7 
fletions. theſe refletions off __ 
guilty Conſciences are. we ; 

Fourthly, W hy Conſcience 
is ſo quick with Sinners, in a Y. 
day of Aftlition and Di-[*” 
ſtreſs. Þ 

Fifthly, We daliimoren ar 
all by way of Application, Na 


n npre 


Eirfft, What a Refletion rig 
of Conſcience. is, Here ,w 
| mu 


eſ 
nf al C 


(65) 
uſt enquire what Conſcience 
a . We reade often of it in 
eo $VIPrurce : Having our Flearts Heb. to, 
Jrinkled from an evil (onſct- * 
ce, Andof Conſciences pur- Heb. 9.14 
nf from dead Works, to ſerve 
” e Living God, 1 will not 
jouble you with any Nicity 
.. (bout Conſcience, becauſe 
ci 
he Truth is purely practical, 
It is indeed diſputed, whether 
= onſcience be a Power, or 
mn Habit, or an A ouly, 
ome of late have called it an 
_oſtin&, or a Principle in Man 
. (=preſſing upon his Mind a 
Juture Judgment. Or an Ha- pr. z-- 
it, a Natural Habic. [ An 71m bis 
. . auſa Des 
abit ] becauſe it was at firſt pag, 404, 
$n Adventicious Impreſſion, 
Natural J becauſe now ir is 
(Priginal, and cranſmitred in 
he ſame way as other Natu- 
Jal Qualities, (thus one up- 
on. 


0h 


on it), ButI will apply m)Þ did 
ſelf to thoſe things that havſhen 
no perplexity in tem to uvſyile, 
derſtand, Jo: 

Conſcience is a very bulithm 
faculty in the Soul of Manyilty 
or a Pradtick and Reflexivein's 
Power of the Mind ; and um ? 
Operations are theſe. ce t 
I, It takes notice of Menifſy;ra 
Actions, what we do we doflim ? 
under the Eye of Conſcience, ſells 
A Heathen could ſay , 1: iFhis 
God s Regiſter, and a ſtrict Obhudgi 
ſerver off our ways, = ne! 
2, It doth reſtifie either} N 
with us, or againſt us ; ſo ithere 
acts the pait of a Witneſs,fnce. 
And ſo it is ſaid to Excuſe] 1. 
or Accuſe, It ſpeaks ſome-Flev: 
times for poor Souls ; this isÞitb 
our rejoycivg, the teſtimo-ſ as | 
ny of our Conſciences. I\Þþher 
doth ſometimes Accuſe, Thus Þd 

it 


n' did in Joſeph's Brethren, 
vihen they iy out of their 
UBuilt, 
3- It doth torment,O what 
lxrment like that of a griping 
nfuilty Conſcience ! How did 
veF4iz's Conſcience torment 
im £ and Fudas his Conſci- 
ce torment him 2 How did 
n$1;r4 his Conſcience torment 
dofim > This is a piece of 
efiells Torments begun here. 
#Fhis Conſcience in Men, is 
budge, Witneſs, and Execu- 
onErs 
er] Now we muſt underſtand, 
ithere is a two-fold Conſci- 
$.nce. 
&f 1. A ſeared Conſcience, 
Paving their Conſciences ſeared 


_ * s 1 Tim. 4. 
IShith an hot Irop ; Cauterized z 


1 as hath been hinted before ) 
{ hereby ic is made brawny 
{Ind infſenſible, Now while 


it thus, 


Gen, 37. 


thus, it is not a RefleQing,, ( 
Conſcience, Here is no walkfy.n 
ing Guilt, though abundange «1 
of dormant and fleepy Guilff,.,+ 
And for the preſent, had nf yy, 
Joſeph's Brethren ſeared Conſp,,, q 
ſciences, when they did ſec 
down to eat after ſuch a Fad nce; 
as caſting their Brother int1.. 
the Pit: And they took hi 
and caſt him into a Pit: al} , 
the Pit was empty, there wi, .- 
no Water in it, And they [fgigr 
down toeat Bread, &c, Hef. 
was little Senſe upon thenſpþ,.; 
no Reflection yet upon themſy;,, 
2, There is a ſoft and ter Conf 
der Conſcience, and this i 


ure | 


by 07 
the CC niciennr at na ke 7, 
Refle& (ih onicience | "Ma 
awakeive triore it be thu Gui 
ſoitner » muit know 5 
hath 1], before it fajfqy,, 
What i: [ done 4 David 


pull 


Con 


(69) 
: Tonſcience was thus tender, 

hen it ſmote him for cutting 

F3# the Lap of Sarl's Gar- 

i nent, 

9 Now for the better under- 
"F-vcing » what is meant by 

$ieſe Refletions of Conſci- 

nce, we muſt inquixe by 

"hat Expreſſions the Scrip- 

/M:re ſets them our. 

"1 1. Refletions of Conſci- 
ence are ſet forth by Convi- 

ton, We reade of them 

"That brought the Woman to 
"IChrift taken in Adultery : 

"Phey were convicted in their Jos, g, 
"JConſciencer, they went out one 

by 0ue.— It is a Law-term, 

g JThe Priſoner ſtands Gonvitt, 

[Now theſe Perſons applied 
Guile to themſelves , They 
Jners guilty in their Conſciences, 

Thus Toſeph's Brethren were 
[89ilty, andericd out as Men 
Ccon« 


act 


Prov, 18. 
14. 


(70) 
convid in their own Conſdlit m 
ences, Convictions ( ſyitis 
one ) is the light of the UGuil 
derſtanding refleting upd}Vou 
the Guilt diſcovered to if 3 
whereby it makes a deep in Jef 
prefiion npon the Spirit, Yui 
that one piece of Refleiot 6 
conſiſts in conviction g My 
Guilt, me, 

2. Another expreſſion ſe my 
ting forth the RefleRions mar 
guilty Conſciences » bis ſhal 
wounded Spirit: It is now] Da 
wounded Conſcience. NolV:z 
Joſeph's Brethren were woul dot 
ded in their Conſciences : my 
wonnaed Spirit, who can bel hac 
or tift up ( as ſome reade it bel 
A Metaphor taken from Bq no! 
dily Wounds, O, how wi up 
a Wound ſmart and throb| Gr 
So doth Guilt in an awak(q up 
ned Sinners Conſcience whe ch 


(71) 
Jit makes RefleRions, O ! now 
tis pained under the ſenſe of 
Guilt, Thus David, My Pd. 38.5; 
olWounds ſtink, and are corrupt. 
if 3+ Another expreſſion ſer- 
infiing forth the Reflections of 
Youilty Conſcieuces, is the 
iogreproaching of Conſcience: 11 
My Heart ſhall not upbraid Job x7. 6: [ | 


me, 4s long as I live, (or from 


ſe} wy days). Concerning my 
$qmanner of Living, my Heart 
W 


ſhall take no ſhame from my 

Days (ſays Mr. Broughton ). 
og /:z. From thoſe things I have 
uJdone in my Days, or from 
my whole Converfation., He bl. 
had lived in good Conſcience Ads 23x: | 
before God and Man : But | 
now when Conſcience reflects 
Tupon a Man under ſenſe of 
Guilt, it reproaches him, it 
q upbraids him, it is always 
4 chiding him. 


4+ Ano- 


72) 
4. Another expreſſion ſean : 
ting forth the Reflections dfſe/z/; 
guilty Conſciences, is, Thzajy 
Conſcience ſmiting him. ' Af, 
David his Heart ſmote higgquer 
when he cut off the Lap dÞR-» 
Saul's Garment. Tendd,zq 
Conſciences find this inwarf;he, 
ſmiting , either upon tiſſperl, 
commiſtion of Evil, or thithe 
omiſſion of Good, Ah! no} 6. 
how did Foſeph's Brethrenfcyfin 
Conſciences {mite them ? Iſ{raw 
is ſet forth by the poor Pubſpain! 
lican ſmiting on his Breſt Joſep 
And ſometimes with Effects 
hraims ſmiting Upon hi eade 
Thigh. O, now Sinners ri nly 
fle& upon their Sins, as thakknd 
word, No Man repented, amid a 
ſaid, what have I done © ; 
5, It is ſet forth by bringBemr 
ing again to mind, which iKhan 
the proper notion of RefleAi©udg 
Oll 


(73) 


Yon: Remember, and ſhew your , 46. 3 


Welves Men: and bring it 4- 
124i” to mind, O ye Tranſgreſ- 
Yrs. Therefore we have tre- 
quently ſuch Expreſſions, 


QF Remembring their evil ways : ' Kings 8, 


und if my People ſhall bethink*” 


fthermſeſves, Theſe are pro- 
Mperly the Reflex Acts of 
Ithe Mind and Conſcience, 

F 6. It is ſet forth by Ac- 
fcuſing : The Conſcience 
Mraws up 'an Accuſation a- 
Vpainſt the Sinner, as here 
Y7oſeph's Brethren did : it Re- 
Hi:&s when it Accuſes. We 
feade of the Gertiles , who 
[only had the Law of Nature, 
nd yet their Conſciences 
mid accuſe them. 

7. It is ſet forth by Con- 
iSpemning, which 15 higher 
Shan Acculing; it paſles 
Uudgment, as well as it wit- 
"n 9 ncſles: 


(74) 

1 John3. nefles : If our own Hearts con- 
wr” demn us, God is greater than 
our Hearts, ( viz.) our Gen, 
ſciences. We may ſpell outf,,. 
of all theſe, ſome things offf,q 
the nature of RefleQion ol, 
Conſcience, oo 
Second Inquiry is, Whatſhq y 
this awakened Conſcience ref, 1. 
flects upon, For we muſt unf,.. 
derſtand that Conſcience... 
doth never bear falſe With, 
neſs, for in this caſe the voicy}; | 
of Conſcience is the Voice, . 
God, Conſcience's Teſtify; ; 
mony holds true in the caſt,,,; 
of Joſeph's Brethren, "_ 
1. Conſcience in a day ol 3 of 
Affliction, reflects upon maths. 
ters of Fact, It may be ay... 
the preſent commiſſion of the 4 
Sin, the Sinner takes no no th 
'tice of it ; in an hurry and Tp 
huff of Temptation , = l 
or 


Irgo 
Boc 


arao 


(75) 
ſprgotten, O ! but there is 
| Book of Remembrance that 
Conſcience keeps, and all 
Four Sins are regiſtred there z 
hd though it be a ſealed 

book at preſent, you know not 

ow ſoon it may be opened, 
"Id you judged out of it, ac- 
FÞrding to what you have 
Fone. O, how many Sin- 
Mrs may now deny matter of 
Ht, but when Conſcience 
"Fall be awakened to lay it 
"me, and'charge them plain- 
Wiich it ( faying as Nathan to 
ſe Javid,) Thou art the Man: 
Jhen there will be no deny- 
"$7 of it, The witueſs of 
Utes own Conſcience, is an 
deniable Teſtimony. Cain 
MFu1d not deny this Teſtimo- 
Y, therefore his Guilt cri'd, 
mY that meet me will ſlay me. 
| $:-40þ could not deny this 
ot B 23 Teſti- 


(76) 
Teſtimony, I and my Peyl Sou! 
are wicked, Fudas could nofp* ? 
deny this Teſtimony, 1 hav ! 
francd in betraying nnocen pf | 
Blood, The People of Go)© 
could not deny this Teſtimo?*2 
ny, when-they cried out ? 
Our Iniquities teftifie againff®0* 
15, QC. 

2. Conſcience doth nd 
only reflect upon matter 
Fact, but upon CircumſtanÞ'®n: 
ces and Apgpravations of th 4 
Fa&t, Conſcience when ay! 
kened becomes tender, an("** 
calls every particular Ci Lars 
cumſtance to remembrand 
that did heighten, or auf2<< 
way aggravate the matter 
and thus did they in ehſſhat 
Text: Wherein lay the ag? 
gravation of the Guilt £ Y efer 
have heard hinted before [NF © 
that we ſaw the anguiſh of { *: 


YL 


4 


(77) 
op$ou!, and he beſought us, yet 
ove __ ot hear \. 
4 They ſaw the anguiſh 
Z f t's Soul, and yet their 
Eyes did not affect their 
fcarts, 
2. It was their Brother 
00s 

3. He befought us. 
nd 4- They wo. ald nor hear. 
 offdll of them great Aggrava- 
arftions. Sawit., The anguiſh 
ot a Brothers Soul, A be- 

aceching Brother, and would 
; ot hear, Deafned their 
Ears to his lamentable Cries, 
40, how do their Conſci- 
n&aces Reflect upou all theſe ! 
o There are ſeveral things 
hat Conſcience when awa- 
,gened , reflects upon, with 
Feference to the Circumſtan- 
ſees of matter of Fact, 
j 1. Sometimes Conſcience 
BE 3 tclls 
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Job 24.13+ 


davgers and diſt:eſles. Nov] thi 


7 
tells the Sinner, it is again Con 
Light : Thou hadſt (cord 
much Light as to conceine p00! 
this before commiſſion, thal (> -; 
it was a Sin, that it was a Vi4 Wh 
olation and Tranſgreſfion off Sea, 
an holy Law ; and ſays Conf yp c 
ſcience , this thou kneweſt Ton 
yea,this thou kneweſt before] pra: 
hand, and yet contrary to thq gair 
diſcovery of this Light, the you 
didſt run violently into it,and this 
rebelledſt againſt the Ligh 
(as Fob's phraſe is ). 

2. Sometimes Conſcienct 
tells the Sinner, he hath fin 
ved againſt Reſolutions; an 
this is an aggravating Cirf you 
cumſtance, O how ofte 
( ſays Conſcience ) haſt thou 
broken thy ſcrious Purpoſe Cc 
and Vows, when it may be on 
you. have been in imminent} me 


Con- 


(79) 
Conſcience 1egiſters and re- 
cords the very Reſolutions of 
poor Sinners, it being privy 
T to all the ſecret Purpoſes, 
When ſome of you are at 
Sea, ready to be ſwallowed 
up of the Belly of Hell (as 
Jonah phraſes it ) O then you h 
pray to God, and purpole a- "_ 
fd gainſt Sin, if God will bring 11 
you off with your Lives at Ml. 
this time, Or, it may be, 0- | 
thers of you at Land, upon 
a ſuppoſed Death-bed, O, it 
A God will ſpare you, How do 
you reſolve againſt Sin, yea, f 
againſt thoſe Sins that ſting ' i 
[4 your Conſciences moſt ? But | 

"f alas, after all this, do not | 

W you break your Bonds £ Now | 

41 Conſcience books all, and at 
i one time or other, will re- 
MT member you of all theſe 
'] things. 

E 4 3. Soc 


(80) 


3+ Sometimes Conſcience 
in its Refleions, tells the 
Sinner of finnivg againſt its 
Warnings and Dictates. To 
fin againſt the diftares of 
Conſcience, 1s a very great 
Aggravation. O Sinners ! 
how often hath Conſcience 
warned you? As you love 
your Peace, as you love your 
Souls, as you will anſwer it 
at the great Tribunal of God, 
that you go not on in ſuch a 
Courſe, -or that you commit 
not ſuch a Sin at your Pe- 
ril (ſays Conſcience) : but 
notwithſtanding all this, the 
Stnner blunders on. I tell 
you Sinners (from the Lord) 
there is never a Warning an 
awakened Conſcience hath gi- 
yen any of you, but it will 
r.fe up againſt you another 
Day; 


e 
» © 
. 


Day; either here or, hereaf- 
ter, 

4. Sometimes Conſcience 
in its Reflections, tells Sin- 
ners of their ſinni: g_ againſt 
its Reproofs ; which is an ag- 
gravating Circumſtance. Io 
run into Sin after long repro- 
ved, hence you h.ve that tcr- 


rible word, He th:it being f Prov, 22. 


hardens hi: 1, 


ten rejroved , 
Heart , ſhall ſuddenly be de- 
firozed, andthat without reme- 
dy. O, ſays Conſcience, 1s 
not this thy Caſc 2 Haſt thou 
not ofttcn been 1eproved ? 
Have not I often reproved 
thee, and Gud: ofren repro- 
ved thee ? and Miniſters of- 
ten reproved thec? Yet halt 
thou gore on, &c, And will 
not every Reproot walk 1n 
your Conſcienccs another 
day,thar you fin againſt now * 
= 3 © JOINC- 
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5-.. Sometimes Conſcience 
in its RefleQtions, tells. Sin- 
ners of {inning againſt Mercy, 
which is another aggravating 
Circumſtance, How. many 
Mercies (ſays Conſcience) 
have you finned agaivſt ? ſpa 
ring Mercy at Sea, and at 
Land ? preventing Mercy, 
preſerving Mercy © O what 
a life of Mercy hath thy Life 
{een ! Nothing but a Series 
of. Mercy, a large Trad of 
Mercy, a Line of Mercy, and 
yet thou haſt finned- againſt 
all. This will grieve. thee 
another Day, when thou ſhalt 
have all thy Mercies as well 
as Sins, ſet in. order. before 
thee, 

Thirdly, Conſcience re- 
fects upon the diſhonour Sin 
brings to God, as well as up- 
on the Fact, and the circum- 
ances. 


(833) 
ſtances of the Fact, When 
Conſcience begins to be en- 
lightned and awakened , O 
gf then it begins to think what 
yj] diſhonour Sin hath brought 
)| upon God for as Sin brings 
| guilt upon the Soul, ſo it 
ty brings diſhonour upon the 
| Name of God, And thus 
th David's Conſcience reflects, 
eq Againſt thee, againſt thee have 
SET finned; this laid uppermoſt 
if on the Heart of Datid. He 
df finned againſt his Soul, he 
th finned againſt his own Body, 
ef he ſinned againſt Barhſheba, 
t] he ſinned againſt the whole 
I] Church of God ; but of all 
Fl (lays he ) Avainſt Thee, 4» 

gainſt Thee hawe I ſinned, O, 
*| ſays Conſcicnce to the Sin- 
if ner, how haſt thon opened 
the Mourhs ot the Enemies 
of God and his People, to 
blaſpacine ! 


84). 
blaſpheme 2 and cauſed the 
Ways of God. to be evil {po 
ken of 2 Thou haſt wounded 
and. ſtabb'd the Honourable 
and. Bleſſed Name of God : 
and ſhould not the Honour 
of that God that created thee 
be dear to thee * who hath 
preſerved thee in a thouſand 
Dangers, and hath provided 
for thee in a thouſand Wants, 
ſhould not his Honour lie 
near thy Heart * Did not this 
make Joſeph ſay, How can I 
do this Wickedneſs, and fin a- 
eainft God ? 

 Fowrthly, Conſcience when 
awakened reflects upon Times 
and junctures of Time, in 
which Perſons have ſinned. 
Theie 1s a. great deal in the 
Time of Sin, as well as the 
Act of Sin, to refle&t upon, 
Therefore it was taken notice 
= 


ot if 
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retr 
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v}. in that black Brand upon 


| thaz that ſrrned more and more, 
 Binthe time of' his _—_ O 

rhat a monſtrous thing was 
it to fin then? There are 
three Times that Conſcience 
akes ſpecial notice to re- 
lect: upon,, when we fin in 
them. . 

1, Atimeof common Ca« 
amity , when God's Judg- 
Inents are abroad, To fin 
vhen God is ſmicing for Sin, 
when God ſmites on, and 
Sinners. they flaon, They 
returned mot unto the Lora 
that ſmote them, O now, 
cries Conſcience, did not 
you commit ſuch a Sin in the 
time of the Plague? in the 


ime of the Fire « How durſt 


j0u fin when God's Sword 


was drawn, and ſheathed in. 


the 


haz: This ts that King BA + Chron, 


28, 22. 
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the Bowels of ſo many thou ſoies 
ſand Sinners This was tofjagai 
fin when the Judge was upoaCor 
the Bench. And while heftuni 
was paſſing Sentence againſanot 
poor guilty Malefaors, andſ}to 1 
O what impudence was thisIhad- 
in Sinners ! and 
2. Atime of Perſonal Af-JSent 
fiction, This is a Juucture ofÞwill 
Time for an awakened Con-[whe 
ſcience to refle& upon, andjhum 
tell you of, when any of youſDart 
have laid under the Hands offbror 
God ; and what ! then to lift}Dan 
up your Heel againft God ?ſput 
This is nor only Sinning, butKing 
daring Sin, and Conſcience|[Thou 
takes notice that that wasI/roz 
your Sinning Time, whichJO h 
ſhould have been your Hum-ſence 
bling Time for Sin, Day 
3: A Time of receiving] 4 
eminent and particular Mer-Jouſly 

C:CS 


1 f{cies from God, then to Sin 


ofagainſt God, O ! how will 
n{ Conſcience take its oppor- 
etunity and cell you of it 
(another Day 2 For Hezekiah 
dIIto fin _ God, when God 
ihad- ſo lately. raiſed him up, 
and recovered him from a 
{Sentence of Death: O what 
fIwill Conſcience ſay to this , 
-Iwhen Hezek:ah comes to be 
dIbumbled for it > What ! for 
uIDawid to fin after God had 
fIbrought him through all his 
t|Dangers and Difficulties, and 
}Jpur him in poſleflion of the 
tIKingdom , for him to ſay, 
elThou haſt made my Mountain 
SIfrong, and I ſhall not be moved; 
110 how will David's Conſci- 
-Jence reflect upon this another 
Day | 
| 4+ When God hath graci- 
wſly viſited the Soul, with 
£4, ſwiles 
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ſmiles of his Love, then tc b 
fin, Conſcience will be ſu***, 
to reflect; upon this. Tore ah 
turn to Folly after God hat 7 
ſpoken Peace, O ! how will 
Conſcience tell thee of thi 
another Day, and tell the 
what Diſingenuity and Ingraf 4 
titude there was in it, Is this "r; 
a time to fin? Is not this lik k 
a fooliſh People, to: requit " 
the Lord with evil, for {o q 
much Good as you have re- 
ceived from him ? 
5. To lin after thou haſ 
humbled thy ſelf for Sin, this 
is a time Conſcience will Re-j 
Az& upon. What will Con-ſ*** 
ſcience ſay to theſe things? = 
Is this thou that lately wert 
upon thy Knees, bemoaning - 4 
thy Sin before the Lord? oh 
V/ hat, thou who haſt ſo late- _- 
ly confeſſed and acknowledg-h : 
EO cd 


id | 
11] C 
ert 


tis, 

olef 
J! x 
his 


heſ 


8 


il 
Fert upon theſe things, in 
" he day of its dealing with 


you, poor Sinners ! 
, | Fifthly, Conſcience when 
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Kithy Sin, and now running 


FTnto Sin, yea, into the ſame 
ins you have mourned over, 
id repented of 2 O! how 


ill Conſcience ſadly animad- 


Þrakened, will Reflet upon 
ot means and ſeaſons of 


a race, Chriſt conſidered 


"Fs, when he preached that 
oletul Sermon to Fer uſalem : 


)! that theu haiſt known in Luke 1g. 


*Fis thy day, tle things that *9- 
Incern thy Peace, He knew 
k would cut to the Conſci- 


? ce totell them ot loſt Sea- 

ns, and loſt Advantages for 
: eaven and Ecernity. And 
"deed this makes up much 


i 


" bf the Torments of Hell. 


heſe Refleions vpon the 
laſt 


(90) 
laſt motions of the Spirit, la pro! 
convictions of Conſcience whe 
laſt Sermons, Ordinances.antheſ 
Sabbaths. Nay, when Govbo 
comes to awaken Conſcienceyopp! 
how doth it reflect upon the(grea 
things in this preſent Like Yand 
As one ſaid when a Miniſteſſhis | 
came to comfort her, Cjdiga 
Time again, call Time againgvert 
Implying, ſhe thought ic waſReB 
as impoſhble to apply Comfſbe { 
fort to her, as to call time (Ops 
gain. So, poor Sinners, hogfpalt 
{ad will this be for you anos 
ther Day, to cry, Call SabF/air 
baths again, Miniſtry againſt 
a day of Grace again, rot with 
ons of the Spirit again, Alagwhe 
( Sirs) now you think thely? ta 
things may be dallied anqji!ca 
trifled with, and it is indif}yWh 
ferent whether you lay holg"y 
of ſuch opportunities to imſ# Fc 
prone 


(9Tr ) 
prove them, or no. O, but 
eI when they are gone, how will 
n{ theſe things (ting © A Man 
«< vho hath been under good 
eRopportunities to arrive at a 
efJgicat Eſtate in the World, 
eJand when he is brought by 
lefſhis bad Husbandry and Pro- 
;ifdigality, to Penury and Po- 
ingverty, O ! how doth he then 
mJ Reflet upon himſelf ( if he 
{de ſenſible) and upon his fair 
{Opportunities that now are 
offpalt recalling. O then, what 
fJz Mad-man was I 2 What 
abJſair Opportunities have 1 
infſioſt > Thus it is in his Caſe 
xifvith Guilty Covſciences , 
lJvhen awakened. O, what 
eſs fair way was I once in for 
ndgHcaven , and eternal Lite ! 
iff What Seaſons had I to evrich 
ogy Soul in Grace ? O ! what 
mJ: Fool was I. that had ſo ma- 
we ny 
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ny Prizes put into my Hand lor 
and had not an Heart to makeſ|yhe 
uſe of them! theſe will beVſins 
fad RefleQions, haſt 
Sixtly, An awakened Confays 
ſcience will Refle& in a dayfſit? 
of Affliction, upon the ſaQJAng 
Effects and Conſequences offfoy 
Sin 3 what Sin. brings along} 2 
with it, what follows audn t 
treads upon the Heels of it, JDef 

I. Sad effect of Sin Confet 
{cience refles.upon,is God'Jyhi, 
diſpleaſure, O ! who calf C 
bear it? Aogels could votfiteir 
it caſt them out of HeavenJind 
Adam could not, it caſt hinfthis 
out of Paradice : He drov 
out the Man, Nay, the molſin, 
holy Servants of Gud coul{ſcier 
not bear it: It made Daviſdt A 
Wn Pll.333-cry out, There was no reſt ffmen 
IH! his Bones, becauſe of God's AnPre\ 
Wy; ger, Nay more, It _ thhow 
oft 


(93 / 
dLord Jeſus Chriſt cry our, 
keflyhen he endured it for our 
bedins, My God, my God, why 
haſt thow forſaken me? And, 
wiys Conſcience,can you bear 
t? can you ftand under his 
aJAnger? According to thy 
oJPower, ſo is thine Anger. 
"g 2. Conſcience reflects up- 
von the Soul's Pollution and 
« IDefilement ; another ſad et- 
nffet of Sin, That a Soul 
d'Jyhich came out of the Hand 
:albf God ſo pure, ſo ſpotleſs a 
ofgBeing, ſhould be ſo deformed 
elgind defiled: O, how fad is 
unfſthis ! 
ol 3. Another ſad effe&t of 
ſin, that the awakened Con- 
uiIſcience reflects upon in a day 
viſot Affliction, 1s the withdraw- 
' Ament of God's comfortable 
AnPreſence from the Soul, O! 
how did the Spouſes Conſci- 
| cence 


l 


OT 
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ence Refle&, when ſhe aid, Þ*« 
My Beloved hath withdrawn 
himſelf. Sin makes God hideF'** 
himfelf from his deareſt Chil-F 
dren. ' And, O what temp-fs 
tations are God's Children 
expoſed unto, when their 
Father is withdrawn. ©, 
how eafily then are they 
drawn in to think hardly of lath 
God, to be jealous of God, 
to | -1ovpnnn his Promiſe ! I 
might name many other ſadF 
Eftects and Conſequences of 
Sin, that awakened Conſci-F* 
ences Refles upon, ( But I} 
will forbear ). 

The Third Query is this, 
What kind of Refleions 
theſe Refletions of awake-F 
ned Conſciences are * 

I. Theſe Refletions are Fa ' 
home Reflections, O Sin-F 
ners ! when Conſcience Re- Ft 
flecs 


(95) 
kts and charges it home, 
\ this was the caſe of my 
«(ext ) it wasa home charge, 
$irily, we are guilty concern- 
7 ow Brother, O, how 
1 uick was Conſcience now 
rFith them! And fo when 
vid reflected upon his 
in, charged upon him by 
lathan : Thou art the Man, 
ſays Nathan). 1 have fin- 
1h (ſays David), It may 
4 for the preſent, your Con- 
fKiences ſay little to you , 
Fe very filent 5 but ſtay un- 
18! God ſhall awaken them, O 
hen, until your Sin be pardon- 
|, it will be a Terror to 
5 ou, and cauſe you to medi- 
ite Terror, What though 

is Lion fleep, day will come 
e Fart God will rouze him up, 
- $id then he will be a Roar- 
. #2 Lion. O, what an home 
Re- 


(96) 
Reflection was that of Jude his 
I have fanned, in betraying in it 
mocent Blood, And ſurelfgyr 
Peter's Conſcience chaigeFiy 
him home, - when he went ouffyers 
and wept bitterly. you 
3. Theſe Reflections of ; rert 
wakened Conſciences , thefflkrio 
arejuſt and righteous Reflehy | 
tions. ' O ! Conſcience dotff;nd 
not refle& without a Cauſe;flind 
doth not accuſe or ſtinglheſe 
without a Cauſe, Was theoy 
not a , Righteous Cauſe this | 
this Reflection4n tle Conlg his 
ences of Joſeph's Brethrenfiyor 
Was there not great Guilt Then 
the botrom 2 Did Caiz's Cot htc 
ſcicnce atright him witholhce | 
a cauſe? had not he killed har 
Brother Abe/? Did Davidlf is 
Conſcience ſmire him witKee; 
out a cauſe, when he criQhar h 


out, I have ſinned? Did Judar 
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his Conſcience torment him 
without a cauſe, when he cri'd 
|Yout, [ have ſinned, in betray- 
ing Innocent Blood? Oh Sin- 
rers ! When you look into 
your paſt Lives, and turn o- 
Yrer the Book of your Conver- 
ations Page by Page, Leat 
ey Leaf, and obſerve Page 
ofind Margin well, you will 
elind both full of cauſes for 
nSheſe Refletions: May nor 
ou charge your fel.es four 
{his Sin and the other 2 for 
his unknown Guilt to the 
orld, and the others O 
hen you will ſay, it is a 
Johteous thing that Conſci- 
ce ſhould Condemn, and 
Hat the Sentence there- 
Af is a juſt and righteous 
vitentence., We reade of him 
11Ghat had not oa the Wedding 
\uiirment, his Month was 
F ſtopr, 
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ſtopt, he ſtood ſpeechleſs. So 


will it be in this Day, with © 


all poor guilty Sinners, they{, 
will not have a word to ſay, 
tor themſelves, why Sentence. 
ſhould not be Executed up-f.; 
Rom, »» ON them, Every Mouth muſt ſo 
f* be ſtopt, that all the World, :- 
may become Guilty before, 
God, 8 
3. Theſe Reflections ar Joh 
tull of Hoirour and Dreadg, , 
Fear naturally reſults fronfly- 
them, and you know Fez: 
hath Torment in it. Theſg, 
Reflections become greafÞ.,. 
Torments to guilty Coulſcigh, . 
ences ; the inward gnawing$1 
of this Worm are very terrif,. 
rible. Alas, what can arik 
out of Guilt ( Sinners ) buf if 
Dread and Horror ? Guil | 7 
we ſay, makes a Man affraigh.. 
of his own Shadow, O, whafi # 


| 


C 


_— IJ 
Ftorment is this when a Man 
Þmes to be dogg'd and haun- 
$4 where-ever he goes, with 
Fth- his' own guilty Conſci- 
cc ! He needs no other Ex- 
"Knioner, or Tormentor, The 
Eſe of Spira is a dreadful 
F:ding Inſtance, Herod heard 
'F the Fame of [Jeſus , and 
d unto his Servants, This Mat: 14: 
"J John Baptiſt , he is riſen A. 
0g the Dead, therefore migh- 
"I orks do ſhew themſelves i# 
+, Whar was the matter 
"th Herod, that he was thus 
-"Priled, and crys it was 
al: He had killed Fohr, 
BJ now Fn, though dead, 
kd in his guilty Conſci- 
"Fc, and as a Speitrum 
buÞ.dfully affrighted him, 
. Theſe Refietions of 
ty awakened Confcien- 
are not ealily quicred. 

E 2 Con- 


ws 
rail 1 


;ha 
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Conſcience is not eahily pacif, 

hed, Luther hath this pa | 

ſage, It is as hard a thing 

comfort an aſfiicted Conſcienct 

aiit is to create a World. Gi ba 
Ifa.$7. 19. ſays he, created the fruits of, 
the Lips, Peace, peace ; (viz ſc, 
in his Miniſter's Mouths 
when they are Barnabaſeh,.; 
Sons of Conſolation to tro 
bled Souls. O ! Who 
ſpeak Peace to a Wounde __ 
Conſcience, .but God > H ey 
only can ſay to poor Soulsifſp. 
danger .of being Shipwrad,.. 
with theſe Storms of Conſc Mo 
ence's Troubles, Peace, and! 
fill, The Lord Jeſus can or 
ly command theſe Win 
and Storms to obey hin 
Thusit was with Davza, ti = 
the Lord had ſent 1Vath: "_ 
the Prophet to him, to te, -. 
him, God had put my 


Wh 


a 
mal 


| uct 


Wo! 
Zroa 
wou! 
Was: 


Ki, yet all this would not 
idly, until the Lord told him 
Pay; himſelf; which occaſioned 
6 hat Prayer of his: Lord, 
oY nake the Bones which thou haſt 
IB roken, to rejoyce : Make thou 
5 fine to bear the Voice of Foy and 
4 Gladneſs. 
ths 5, Theſe Reflections of a- 
ſe rakened Conſciences » are 
OBſuch as conſtrain the Sinner 

o ſeek o1t for eaſe. Poor 
de fouls now dwell in little eaſe, 


o 
1 ' 
ic 
w" 
0 
in 
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Flhey are diſquieted and di- 
treſſed, and therefore look: 
out for a Remedy. 4 wound- 
ed Spirit, who can bear ? 
Wounded Men , you know, 
Joroan. for eaſe: So do theſe 
"Jrounded Souls. Hence it 


Was that Cain, under the hor- 


" rour of his awakened Conſci- 
"Fence, begins to build Cities, 
Io divert the rage of his throb- 
5 r 3 1g 


ing Conſcience. Many Sin 
ners, when awakened an 
troubled, they go to the My 
ſick (with Sau) to play the 
evil Spirit down, It is faic 
ot Charles the 9th, King 0 
France, after that dreadf 
Maſlacre in Paris, which was 
in his Reign ; He never durſ 
awake out of his ſleep with 
out Muſick. So many gote 
ſinful Company , and finfy 
Recreations, to make uſe off (c1 
them as a ſleepy Sop, to allayſ i; 
the rage of an acculing tor c; 
mentipg Conſcience, as. thoſ] gx 
they had a defign to Conjurel (5 
down the Guilt that walks in} 
their Conſciences, But now, gy 
when a poor Soul is truly a-| $; 
wakened with a clear ſight off @ 
Guilt inthe Glaſs of the Go-{ 
ſpel, O then he begins tof] 5; 
pray,to ſeek out after Chriſt, 
£0 


Fri 
Inc 
ly 
the 


aic 


FO 


to enquire what he ſhall do to 
be ſaved, to be pardoned, O! 
how do ſuch poor Souls, 
like the ſtung Iſrazlites, un- 
der the f:inart and Pain of. the 
Wound, run up an& down to 
Rl : ' 

100k towards the Brazen Ser- 


J pent for Healing « And like 


thoſe prickt in the Heart, cry 
out, M:z and Brethren, what 


ſhall we ao? 


Firſt Reaſon, Why Con- 
ſcience in a day of Atiliction, 
1s quick at Reflections: Be- 
cauſe days of Afﬀiction, arc 
days of Remembrance, Con- 
iclence ſets Memory now at 
work,and now Memory turns 
over the whole paſt Lite of a 
Sinner, O, ſays Conſct- 
ence in the day of Diſtrels, 
Didft rot thou commit ſuch a 
Sin at ſuch a time * in ſuch a 
place? Doſt thou not remem- 
F 4 ber 
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ber it 7 And didſt not thou 
think thou ſhouldſt never hear 
of it again, though I told 
thee, and warned thee to the 
contrary? but now I am come 
to call thy Faults into re- 
membrance this day. In a 
day of Aﬀicion, Conſcience 
is our Monitor, and Remem- 
brancer. It remembers the 
Sinner of two things, 

1, Of his paſt Convic- 
tions, 

2, Of his broken Reſolu- 
tions, And it is upon this ac- 
count , that Repentance is 
called, A remembring of our 
evil ways, 

You have, Sinners, com- 
mitted many a Sin, ard for- 
gotten it, and buried many 
a piece of Guilt in the grave 
of Oblivion; and becauſe 
you had forgotten theſe 
things, 


things, you thought God had 
forgotten them too, and 
Conſcience had forgotten 
them, but you will find your 
ſelves miſtaken, When a 
day of AﬀiQtion comes, then 
Conſcience will remember 
you of all, and ſet all in or- 
der before your Eyes, Da: 
vid calls ſome of his Pſalms, 
Pſalms of Remembrance ; To 


. Icall to Remembrance, So 


Conſcience will ſing you a ſad 
Song of Remembrance ( as 
I may ſay ); it will remem- 
ber ſome of you, how often 
you were Drunk, and where; 
how often others of you have 
bzen Unclean, and- where; 
with all the Circumſtances of 
mat:ers of Pact, 

Secondly, Becauſe in a day 
of AﬀiQRtion, Conſcience is 
awakened, at other times it 

T4 'S. 
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is aſlxep, and ſo cannot beam; 
quick and aftive, Men lullJ 3, 
Conſcience aſleep with their FA 
Enjoyments, or with theirfe;cc 
Aﬀairs and Employments;Þ;he; 
but now in a day of Afﬀidti-J.k 
on,. the Lord takes them offf yy; 
theſe, They then are at lei- tiok 
ſure to reckon with theirſ{cje 
Conſciences : as they awake,] #5 
they begin to call themſelves] a ﬀ 
to an Account, Afflitions] cg 
are great Awakeners. It may jc 
be, the poor Sinner is like], 
Peter , aſleep between twol ;1;e 
Souldiers, when the Angel] ;þ« 
came and ſmote him. So ;h« 
Conſcience doth with Sin- I þ«: 
ners. O! howquick is Con- | (+ 
ſcience with them, when they 
are awakened? O! what a], 
ſkepy Fit for three quarters | p, 
of a Year did David fall in- ] 4, 
to, until God made uſe of 
— - Aﬀtic- 
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r- Afiiaion to awaken him ?” 


n VTGds Brethren , what a 
Lethargy wete their Conſci- 
ences in for many years toge- 
ther, until this Aﬀii&tion a- 
wakened them? And fo, 

How did Mazaſſeh his Afflic- 
-Jtions awaken his guilty Con- 
ITIſcience ? 

GY Thirdly, Becauſe a day of 
Affliction is a day of ſerious 
51 Conſideration; Men go on 
TIinconfiderately in the Ruffe 
CIof their Proſperity , while 
Of they are (as | _y ſay) in 
l their hat Blo O04 : But whe! | 
v1] they conlider with themſelves 
"I better, then they change both 
*Itheir Minds and Courfes, I 


But now, What brings in 
2 this day of Corn {1der; ift'on © 


|; it nvug a day ot AM (Eton ? 
[73 


/ confraered my Ways, and turn: Phu. 119; 
* Jed my Feet to thy Tiſtimonies, 19 
J 


- wh 7 


Jer, 8. 6, 


In a day of rec conſider, 
What brought the poor in- 
conſiderate Prodigal to a ſtand 
and ſoto a return, was it not 
a day of Afﬀiction © His 
conſideration is expreſt by 
this: He came to bimfelf. 
Now Conſcience being awa- 


kened, Sinners begin to come 


tO themſelves, and then they 
ſay, What have I done * Whi- 


ther have | been going? O!. 
what will tollow. upon this 


Courſe of mine? what will be 
the effects of this Sin and 
Guilt 2 If Men did' conſider 
theſe things, and ask their 
Souls fach® Queſtions , how 
would it be a means to ſtop 
them in their carreer and 
courſe of Sin « Onow, 

I. A Sinner begins to think 


how he hath diſhonour'dGod. 


2, How be hath diſpleaſed 
God, 3, How 


k 
7 
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3, How. he hath, wounded 
bis own Conſcience, 

4. How he hath led others 
into Sin by his example. 

5. How he hath aggrava- 
ted his Sin, by (inning againſt 
Mercies and Deliverances. 

Theſe, and many more, 
Conſiderations are called over 
in the Conſcience, when awa- 
kened in a day of Diſtreſs 
and Aﬀiction, 

Fourthly, Becauſe a day of 
Aﬀliction, is a Day that puts 
the Sinner upon a diligent 
ſearch, O, how. quick is 
Conſcience upon the ſearch ! 
Now Sinners are ſer upon 
lcarching &.trying theirways 
(with the Church ): Let ws 
ſearch and try our ways, and 


turn again unto the Lord, This Lan, ;, 


put Heman upon a diligent 
ſearch: I. communed with my 
own. 
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Plal. 779- own Heart, and made a dili. 
52% gent ſearch, As the Woman 
did: ſeek for her loft Groat, bu 

did ſweep the Houſe, and £ #4 
lighted a Candle : So now, | 3 

the Soul in a day of Afﬀition, I 20' 

ſeeks and ſearches for this / of 

Sin, and: the other. Surely J* F 

(ſays the awakened Conſci- hat 
ence) there is ſome Provoca- | 4&t 

tion, there is ſome Wedge of | PE! 

Gold, ſome allured Thing, all 

ſome right Eye, ſome right [/*” 

Hand, which puts the Lord I No 

upon contending with me,and (4nd 

upon thus affliting of me, I Thi 

Thus Feſepb's Brethren, they JAﬀ 

ſearch and find out their Guilt Iplai 

in the day of their Diſtreſs [27% 

and Aﬀticqtion. &c, 
Fifthly, Becauſe a day ot Jyou 
AMittion, is a Day of plain plai 

and impartial dealing wit 

ones own Soul, We are 

P.CnC 
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prone to be Partial at other 
times; and flatter our ſelves ; 
but now Conſcjence being a- 


1 wakened, it deals faithfully, 


25 the Matter requires,, O! 


| row Conſcience in the day 


of Afﬀiction, tells the Sinner 
a plain ſtory. Sinner, thou 
hait finned,and thou canſt not 


{deny it ; and thou muſt re- 


pent of it, or elſe periſh to 
all Eternity : Except you re- 
pent, you ſhall likewiſe periſh. 
Now this is a plain Sermon ; 
and thus did Foſeph's Brethren, 
Their Conſciences in their 
Afﬀi@tion, told them a very 
plain Story.: We are verily 


3 Jevilty concerning ow Brother, 


&c, And,ah Sinners ! had not 
your Conſciences better be 
plain with you now, than be 
plain with you 1nHell;O what 
plain Sermons doth Conſct- 
Ence 


ence preach to the Damned! fy, 
You will. not, many of you, h 
bear plain Preaching now ; Ke] 
But, O remember , what aþ 
plain Preacher Conſcience 
will be when awakened in ag 
day of Aﬀiction ! = 

Now we come to the Inf 
provement of what hath been, 
ſaid upon all the Dodrinalf 
patt.. 

Is it. ſo that Conſcience is 
ſo quick and aQive in a day 
of Aﬀiction 2 Then 

I, Learn we hence that 
many Souls have great cauſe 
to bleſs God for Afﬀlictions. fieh * 
They may ſay ( with David )þ £, 
Before they were affiitted, thei)h , | 
went aſtray, TFoſeph's Bre-Fhor; 
thren (for any thing I know)fnne 
had died under this Guilr, ithq | 
God had not brought” themfe1| 
into this Diſtreſs, Had not, | 
Menaſſes 


I13 


1 Þraſſeh cauſe to bleſs God 
!, ſr his Aﬀiction 2 They were 
leſled Bryars he was caught 
1, Hath not the Lord 0- 
ned the Ears of many by 
flition and commanded 
tem to return from Iniquity? 
ſea, great Perſons,when they 
we been bound in Fetters, 
1d holden in Cords of Af- 
tion , then God ſheweth 
tem their Work and their 
ranſgreflions, that they have 
ceeded. O! whata Mercy 
2s it to the Church, when 
od hedged up her. Ways 
Fitch Thorns ? Ts.it not a mer- 
Uh to be kept from drowning 
Ja Pit, though it be by a 
thorn Hedge 2 How many 
v) nners had. gone on in Sin, 
Thd had been drowned in 
Ml!, if God had not ſtopt 
otfem by a ſharp Thorn Hedg 
1 of. 


fo ©@ $ we 


I4 
of Aﬀictions O! Wh 
would have become of thi 
Prodigal in a far Country, iff it 
the Lord had not found hin! 
out by Afiction ? It is ſaid 
There 1s an antipathy betwix 
the Serpent and the Nightin 
gal; and while the Serpenf{poc 
lies in wait for th Nightingter 
gal, ſhe ſers a (i1::p Thorn t{Co 
her Breſt, leſt |hc ſhould ſlceyor 
and ſo be iurprized , angfoc 
when ever ihe is heavy, th y 
Thorn pricks her. 1nd makefſ6o' 
| her fing with 10:cwed Chea as, 
fulneſs. O poor Souls ! hoyſand 
many have cauſe to bleſs Gofſttll 
for putting a ſharp Thorn tQger 
their Breſts, to keep them a/0u 
wake, leſt they (hould be ſurgonc 
prized by the wily Serpentſ't i 
that lies in wait for preciou Thi 
Souls, ter, 

2, Learn we hence not tdThe 
con 


conclude , becauſe Conſci- 
ence ſleeps at preſent ; that 
, i it will always do ſo. Though 
inf it ſleep nowy aday of Aflic- 
id tion will come, and then it 
ix may awake, and tell you.ma- 
infloy a ſad ſtory, - You think, 
enflpoor Sinners, all is well at- 
inter the Fa& is committed, if 
| tEConſcience ſay nothing to 
eyou :. But alas, the worſt is 
ngto come, the Reckoning Day 
thQ's yet to come, Stay until 
kefgGod bring thee into the Bry- 
arJars, or upon a Death-bed, 
owand it may be thou wilt then 
zoftell another ſtory : The lon- 
 ta4ger Conſcience flceps, the 
| aJlouder will its Noiſe be when 
urfJonce it awakes., But- what 
ntflit it do not awake at all here? 
wiTſhen it will awake hereaf- 

ter, 1t will awake in Hell, 
tdThere is not one fleepy Con- 
n4 ſcience 


ITC 
fcience there, But, O Sin- 
ners ! had not your Conſu- I, 
ences ten thouſand times bet- 
ter awake here, when andJ, y 
while there is Hope * ”_ 

3. Learn we hence what aj, 
ſad Judgment a ſeared Con} gy 
ſcience is, which makes no] (Qx 
RefleQion at all ; which ne- I «4 
ver ſmites a poor Sinner, but}, 
lets him run headlong to Hell. I 50, 
O what Wrath like this!] ,. 
what Plague like this ! tof;n 
have an hardned Conſcience,ſq 1 
a Conſcience paſt feeling?J c 
Such as can boaſt of Sinning, ſ yg, 
and their Conſcience, never Sin, 
trouble them, God hath ſaid] 4,4 
to ſuch, as once to Ephraim, , ;, 

Hoſ. 4. 17. He joyned zo Idols, let him , 
alone. And, O what a Judg] Re: 
ment is his , for God to] 
wink at Sinners Damnation :] aM 


(as Luther ſays) Wo to that [4d 


a 


Mun whoſe Sins God winks 
at 
-] 4. Learn we hence, what 
oy F Mercy a tender Conſcience 
is; a Conſcience that refleas 
iJin a day of Afﬀidction, thar 
I ſmites a Man for what he 
9Jdoth. Theſe Smitings and 
Reflections are great Mercies, 
ti for they are in order to bring 
LI Souls to Repentance, where- 
*Jas you might elſe have died 
Ofin your Guilt unpardoned, 
10! Bleſs God when your 
*] Conſciences recoil upon 
»1 you, andtell you, you have 
TI] Sinned, It was the commen- 
a dation of Foſrah, that he had 
"1 « tender Heart. 
" 5. Learn we hence the 
1 Reaſon why many Sinners 
9] have confefled that under 
Aﬀiction, that they never 
"1 did, nor never would confeſs 
before, 


1. 
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before. Conſcience would | 


not let them alone,they could ict 


not be quiet. Guilt was hke 
Poyſon to them, if the Party 
do not Vomit, he dies for it; 
all comes out in a day of AK f 
fliction, that lay hid before, 
Aflictions are great Diſco- |f 
verers. Nay, how do ſome 
ouilty Sinners in this. caſe, 
like Sea-men, that caſt that 
over-board in a Storm, that F 
they wiſh for /again in a 
Calm. O, do' not many 
confeſs and diſcover that in a 
ſtorm of Conſcience, that Þ 
they with they had concealed 
and keptin ? Horror of Con- 
ſcience extorts many a Con- 
feſfion from guilty Sinners. 


The ſecond Uſe. Is it fo 
that Conſcience is very quick f 
and active in its Reflections 

in 
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| fo a day of Diſtreſs and Af- 
| Fiction * Then itis a word of 
, Caution : 
; | 7+ Take heed of not hear- 
ning in aday of Afﬀiction 
" Þ the voice of Conſcience, 
), take heed of turning a 
lat Ear to a ſpeaking Con- 
dence ! It ever it will ſpeak 
n this Life, it will ſpeak 
hen when thou art in a day 
Aﬀiction, Do not as 
heſe Brethren did, who hear- 
ened not to the anguith of 
eir Brother's Soul, when he 
eſought them. O, do not 
0 with your Conſciences ! 
D, do not ſay in this matter, 
5 he did to Paul, Come again 
4 more convenient time, and 
l will hear thee, O poor Sin- 
ers ! there can be no more 
- Eonvenient time in the World 
lan a day of Afﬀiction. 
| I, Sin- 


TY 


g.- © end CY 060, Y ©” TY TY W 


(120) 


I. Sinners , know if youſ 
hear it not now, it may bg Vo 
it will ſpeak no more, HearſV0. 
ken to it while it is to Day Cot 
the Oracle will be filent tat! 
Morrow. O ! What if thigjou 
ſhould be the laſt time,the laFou 
words that ever your Couſci 
ence will ſpeak to you, an$c< 
yet you ſhould be deaf to iqgvor 
would not this be ſad 2 | 

2. Sinners, what if th# 
next time that Conſcienc 
ſhould ſpeak to you, it ſhoul 
be in another World? W hat 
thou ſhouldſt hear a voic 
from the Damned, ſay, aÞÞ | 
was ſaid to Saul, To Morro 
thou ſhalt be with us * Wh: 
if thou ſhouldſt not live tilf 4+ 
to Morrow, and thou be deaſÞ!! 
to Conſcience to day £2 Hae 
not you better hear you Vi 
Conſciences now, than heaF/ « 
them in Hell z 3+ Sil 
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3. Sinners, know the 
JVoice of Conſcience is the 
fVoice of God, it hath its 
y Commiſſion from God, He 
t@)ath bid Conſcience ſpeak to 
igfou > Convince you , warn 
a(Fou, caution you, ſmite you, 
citbo (ſays God ) to Conſci- 
n&nce, and talk with ſuch a 
ieoor Sinner, who hath wron- 
ed and wounded his own 
thFoul, and diſhonoured my 
\ch\ame, and warn him from 
uit: And tell him from Mc, 
riþxcept he repent, he (hall 
iichfriſh in his Sins. And will 
| aÞv refuſe to hear ſuch a 
rfcſlage from God in a day 
ha Afﬀiiction 7 

, til} 4+ Sinners, know this, It 
Jeaſ'll aggravate your Guilt 
14,$ccedingly, to be deat to 
ouſſe Voice of Conſcience in a 
heal) of Afﬀiiction, .Indced 
Gir CG it 
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it is ſo at any time, but much] 0 
more in a day of Diſtreſs, Þ all 
Such Reflections as you have ſec 
turned a deat Ear to, willlta] 
be great Aggravations againſtJtur 
you another day. If I had mitÞenc 
come and ſpoken to them ( ſays] |: 
Chriſt ) they had not had SinJCa 
Their Sin had not been fo cirFflin 
cumftantiated ; as may befice 
faid in this caſe. It Conſcifday 
ence had not Refleted uponſrery 
you, convinced you , reproſrery 
ved you, you had not hadmaa: 
Sin, but now your Sin re{b:/ 
mains, 015, 

5. Sinners, if you hearfrent 
ken not unto your Conſcienſliran, 
ces in a day of Diſtreſs, it iÞay t 
an argument you are hardneqned ( 
in your Sins; if thus dealſman 
ned, then hardned : It Þow 
deafned Wretch, thou wiſfaid t 


prove an hardned WretcnFo to 
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410 now, if Sinners would pur 
all theſe together,they would 
{ſeenced of this Caution, to 
lJtake heed leſt they ſhould 
tIturn a deaf Ear to Conſci- 
thence in a day of Diſtreſs. 
71 Second Branch of the 
».1Caution. Take hced of ſti- 
r4fing aud rangling the Re- 
fiction of Conſcience in a 
ciday of Afﬀiiction : This is 
onfvery dangerous, and yer 
rovery ordinary. The Lora 
udmade Man Riphteons, but be 
reſheth found (ut many Inventi- 
is, And ſome of theſe In- 
eartventions are to ſtifle and 
ienflirangle Conſcience, toover- 
it iay the Reflections of awake. 
Incqied Conſcience ; as the Wo- 
lealJman overlaid the Child. O. 
[t Pow many Sinners have over- 
wikjaid their Convictions ! Some 
erchſſo to their Comtorts,. ſome 
& 2 to 
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to their Cares, ſome to their 
Pleaſures, and all to ſmother 
Conſcience, Some Sinners | 
take theſe following Courſes 
to murder their Convictions, 

1, They run further into 
Sin. Will this ever prove a 
Remedy « Will not this 
make the Wound to bleed 
ſo much the more? To run 
into ſinful Company when 
wounded in your Conſcien- 
ces, will not this inflame the! 
Reckoning 2 Is not this to 
run ſo much the more upon 
the ſcore with God ? O, Sin- 
ners, let me tell you, all 
theſe Arrears muſt at the long 
run be reckoned for, 


2. Others they run to 


lawful Comforts and Enjoy- 
ments, and ſo labour to ſtifle 
the Reflections of their guil- 
ty Couſciences, 
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3. Others they run to their 
lawful Employmeats, as Cain 
did to build Cities; ſo ſome 


| 20 to their-Irades, to their 
]Shops, on purpoſe to drown 
I the convictions of their own 


pullty Conſciences, 

4. Others go to thcir fin- 
ful Recreations, Carding, 
and Dicing, and Gaming. 

5. Others make Charms 
of their Duties and Forms, 
as Papiſls go to their [ Pater 
Noſters } , and their ſ Ave 
Marys ] ; nay, may not this 
piece of refined Popery be in 
the Heart of ſuch as call 
themſelves Proteſtants ? Bur 
alas, all theſe cannot bear 
down an awakened Conſci- 
ence when God ſets Guilr 
0s 


The Tizrda Uſe, Is a word 
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of Exhortation to poor guil. | 
ty Sinners: O ! then yield 1 
an Ear to the RefleQi 

ons of your own Conſciences, | 


Many a Man's wepray ee 


cannot be heard by him; it 
checks him, and chides him, | 
and reproves hum, bur yet al] 
this while the Sinner ſtops his 
Far, as the deat Adder, of 
which ſome write, That ſhe 
claps one Ear to the Earth, 
and covers the other with her 
Tail. O, hear Sinners, then! 
what Conſcience hath to ſay, 
flearken to the Preacher in 
your Boſoms. Turn you a- 
bout, Sinners, once before 


Preacicr. 

I. Sinners, 11 you will not 
hear it now, vou mult hea! 
it whether you will or no here- 


after: And, Ohow ſad will 
j 
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it be to hear it there, Wicre 
the Worm ncver dies, and the 
Fire never goes out, This 
Worm is the guilty Conſci- 
ence, which Sinners muſt 
hear in Hcll, it thcy will not 
hear it here, Guilty Con- 
ſciences preach in Hell, and 


the Sermon 1s as long aS Eter- Maak ». 


nity it ſclt ; and happy were 7 
the Damned, if they could 
run away from theſe Sermons. 
O Sinvers ! you cannot ſtop 
your Ears in tlic other World 
againſt your guilty Conſci- 
ences, as you do in this, 

2. Sinners, hearken to the 
Reflections of your own Con- 
ſciences, for your hearing 
them will be in order to the 
getting of your Sins pardon- 
ed. Its Reflections are in 
order to your Repentance, 
and your Repentance will be 
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in order to your Remiſſion- | 
q tne 


| Ih 


They are both put together, 


and preached in the Nan of 

Chriſt together : And would | 
not you be glad to have your 
Sins pardoned ? Would not ' 


you be glad to have your 
Sins waſhed away in the 
Blood of Chriſt * Would 
not you be glad to have this 
heavy and inſupportable bur. 
den of Guilt removed off the 
back of your Conſcicnces ? 
Are your Sins gone over your 
Heads as a Burden, yea, as 
too heavy a Burden for you 


to bear, and would not you | 


rcjoyce to beled to Safety 
and Reſt,under 211 your Loads 
and Preſſures ? 

3.Be ſure you attend to the 
Rcflections of your Conſci- 
cnccs, for the Rod joyns iflue 


with Conſcience; the Rod | 
ſets | 


ſet 
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1 ſets Conſcience on work, and 

1 they preach the ſame Doitrine. 

1 Therefore we are called, and 
Afﬀrictly charged to hear the 
Rod. It may be, Sinners, ,, 
 1God hath tried other Preach- * 
 Jers, and they have done little 

, [good, to make you ſen(ible 

| Jof your Guilt, then God 
commithons theſe Preachers, 
{Conſcience , and che Rod. 

, 1If a Man cannot come abroad 

> ind hear a Miniſter, then Aft- 

- Afliction ſhall preach to him ar 

- {Home, Now the Rod is aſ- 

i fiftant to Conſcience, the Job 24.13: 
5 


* * - 


C, G. 9. 


Preacher in your Boſoms, 

4. Sirners, be not deaf 
» the Refletions of your 
onfciences; this is to fin a- 
- Faintt your Light, nay, to 
- (tbe! againſt your Light. 
nd is not this ſad ? and 
he guiit of this Rebcllion 
(1.5 you. 


.* 
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yea will be charged with an- 
Other day. 

5. { Poor Sinners!) Be 
not deaf to the Reflections of 
your own Conſciences ; uſu- 
ally God follows ſuch with 
his ſevereſt Judgments. 

I. Sometimes Temporal, 
Many times God makes that 
threatning good upon ſuch: 
I will wound the hoary Scalp of 
every one that goes on 41 his 
Treſpaſſes, It Men will walk 
on in their Sins, contrary to 


: 
. 
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all checks and convictions of 
Conſcience , let them look 
for ſome ſevere blow of the 
Hand of God upon them 
ſooner or later ; for tho th: 
Sentence be not ſpeedily cx 
ecuted, it is not ſaid, it ne 
yer ſhall, Tho Execution 
day be for a while defcrrec 
yet it will come. 
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2, Spiritual Judgments, 
which are the worſt and ſad- 
deſt of Judgments, Many 
times Sinners deat to their 
Conſciences, are given up to 
a ſeared Conſcience, to are- 
probate Mind, to vile Aﬀec- 
tion, to their own Lults, to 
hardneſs of Heart : And 1s 
not the judicially hardned 
Sinner, thc half-damned Sin- 
ner © 

The Second Branch of Ex- 
hortation is, To fuch as have 
Reflecting tender Conſcien- 
ces, O then, bleſs the Lord 
tor ſuch awykened Conſci- 
ences ! It is a greater Mercy 
than you think Of, to have 
ſuch a Monitor and Remcem- 
brancer in your Boſoms, 

1, Is it not a Mercy to he 
way-laid in a linful Courſe ? 
To be prevent<d in Sin « To 


be 
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be ſtopt in a Carreer and full 
Gallop for Hell ? This, this 


is the end why God ſets Con- | 


ſcience at work with a poor 
Sinner; Had not many poor 
Sinners run headlong to utter 
Deſtruction and Damnation 
elſc. May not many a poor 
. Inner ſay to Conſcience, as 
'* David did to Abigail, Bleſſed 
be the God of Iſrael, that ſent 
thee this day, to prevent ms 
from ſhedding innocent Blood, 
When thou haſt had rebukes 
of Conſcience, haſt thou not 
ſaid, as Balaam to the Ange), 


=_—__ in his way to ſtop him, If 


my. way be perverſe before the 
Lord, and arſpleaſe thee, I will 
get me back again. And 1s 
not this a Mercy ? 

2. Is it not a Mercy to be 
raiſed to Re entance after 
falling ito Sin © The Sinner's 
Sin» 


es 
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Sinning 15 his Fall, the S:n- 
ner's Repentance is his Ri- 
{| fing.. And are not all Con- 
ſcience's Reflections, when it 
Jis awakened in order to Re- 
I peritance * ( as hath been al- 
[ready hinted): and is not this 
a Mercy to be pluckt as a 
Firebrand out of the midſt 
of the burniog? O! how 
[doth Conſcience give many a 
pull at ſome Sinners, to get 
them out of the Fire, leſt it 
ſhould prove the Fire that: 
never goes Out : 
| 3.-Ts not this a Mercy to 
” {have thy Soul lie in the way 
? Jof a Pardon? Canſt thou, O 
[ Ipoor Sivner ! expect Remiſ- 
3 [lon without Repentance * 
Haft thou any Promiſe for it 
in all the Bible > Produce it 
f thou canſt 7 O! whoever 
od thee ſo, but Satan and 
thy 
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thy own deluding Heart * Do | 


not all Offenders that reccive 
Pardons from their Princes, 
receive them upon thcir 
Knees? Whither is it thy a- | 
wakened guilty Conſcience | 
would ſend thee, but to the | 
King of Iſrael, that Mercifu! * 
King , with Sackcloth upon 
thy Loins, and an Halter a- | 
bout thy Neck, in order to 
the receivivg of thy Pardon: | 
Third Branch of the Ex:- ? 
hortation, O then, bleſs the 


Lord for days of Afﬀii@ion 
and Diſtreſs ! Becauſe theſ: 
are the eſpecial times when 
Conſcience makes fuch q 11ck 
Reflections upon Souls. Arc 
not ſuch aftlictions great Mer- 


CiCs,45S are ſandtified means 11 
the Hand of God, to awaken 
poor guilty Souls « Had not 
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you better be awakened byl the 
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| Afﬀlictions,than periſh in your 
Sins? O, how many poor 
Souls had run headlong to 


Hell, if a Thorn Hedg of 


q ſmarting Aﬀiction, had not 
| ſtopt them? (as hath been no- 
{ ted already) Are not Af- 
| flictions Mercies. which are 
1 means to awaken ſleepy Con- 


ſciences, which otherwiſe 


| might have flept on to Hell 


elſe « Is it not a Mercy to be 
rouzed out of our Security ? 
Suppoſe a Man ſleep upon 
the Bank of the River, had 
not he been better awakened, 
tho it be by pinching, than 
ſleep on until he drop in and 
be Drowned * Is not this the 
Caſe * There are many poor 
Souls that lie aſleep on the 
brink of the Vir, one turn by 
Death on the other f1de, and 


bk, . N 
oy the Sinner is gone, and gone 
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But, me-thinks, I hear a 
poor Soul ſay, What ſhall 1 
do 2? what Courſe ſhall I take ? 


The guilt of my Conſcience | 


lies like an heavy Load and 
Weight upon me. 1 am 
dogg d with the ſenſe of my 
guilt Day and Night, 
Sin is ever before me, Let 
ſuch troubled Conſciences 
take theſe Directions, 

1, Freely confeſs thy guilt 
to God. Thus Joſeph's Bre- 
thren did: in the day of their 
Diſtreſs. Thus all Conſci- 


ences when wounded, ſhould L 
Thus 4: 


bleed by Contcihon, 
David: I have ſinned, &c, 
Thus the poor Prodigal: Fa- 
ther, I have ſinn:d agatnjt 
Heaven, and againſt thee,&c. 
The Promiſc runs to conte\- 


Prov. 28, flon of Sina : He that confef- |. 


ſeth, and. forſaketh his Sin, 
(bl 


My | 
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ball find Mercy, If we con- 1 John t- 
eſs our Sins, God is Faithful * 
nd Juſt to forgive us our 
WETP 
2, Be much upon your 
| Knees, praying for Pardon, 
'D, what will make a Man i 
' fray, if ſenſe of Guile will | 
| fot ! Need any put words 
S ito the Mouth of a condem- | 
:d Malefactor, to beg the l 
T Judge to be good unto him 2? 
* fow ready is he to cry, Good | 
ryly Lord, have Mercy ? ©, 1 
- Fhat Petitioning will there 
» to the Judge ! O, poor 
lilty Sinner, ſce this Courſe 
ken by Davida, Lord, have 
lercy upon me, GC, 
3. O, run bclievingly to | 
| Blood of Chriſt ! Your | 
nfeſſions, your Prayers, | 
ar Tears, wili not do with- lf 
the B ood of Chriſt ; thou + 
lk 
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muſt get further ( viz. ) To ; 
the Blood of Sprinkling. Thishy 
is the Blood that cleanſeth you 
from all Sin, and all Unrigh-JGoj 
teouſueſs, Here, here is thefpoo 
Fountain for guilty and tor pp 
filthy Souls to waſh in, and 

4+ Deter not your RepenyWc 
tance, this is dangerous whenf(, 
under ſenſe of Guilt, You canfhey 
ſay in other Cales, there igmiſ 
danger in delays: O, why ddfed | 
not you ſay ſo in this ? Oſlie þ 
poor Sinners , ſleep not ifllak 
your Guilt ! A wounded Spiſniſe 
rit muſt be taken betimes, afroid 
well as a Wound in the Bodyfheſc 
the Wound will get winGin-{ 
clſe, and will feſterz tithe ( 
will make dreadful work Q\y;1! 
once Guilt gavgreen and i$9r 
fter, O, how hard will pel-] 
gangreen'd Conſcience be ſer | 


Cure, nce 
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5. Direction is, Lay hold 
*Fby an hand of Faich, upon 
hJyour precious Promiſes in the 
-JGoſpel held out co you, O., 
poor guilty Sinners are all for 
"Mpplication of Threatnivgs, 

and alis, this makes the 
nyJWound deeper and wider. 
M0, how do ſuch Sinners when 
fthey neglet Goſpel - Pro- 
Sniſes ! Hach Chriſt purcha- 
ded ſuch precious Promiſes to 
Ollie by you ? O, what a fin is 
Mllabelief, to null the Pro- 
Pymiſes of God ! to make them 
rod, and of none effect. Are 
dygheſe Cordials provided for 
InÞin-ſick Souls, and will they 
ot ſo much as taſte of them? 
Will not God cake this ill ar 
'{$our Hands 2 Is not a Go- 
| Fpel-Promiſe, a proper Pla- 
e Mer for a wounded Conſci- 
nce? O, that all guilty Sin- 
ners 
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ners were well ſtudied in Go- 
ſpel - Promiſes | Might no 
they then eſpie a door of 
Hope, concerning their par 
don of Sin and Guilt? Tea 
tho their Sins were as Scarlet 
( ſuch were Joſeph's Brethren 
In wy Text) yet they {bowld be 
as white as Snow. And th 
they were as Crimſon , th: 
ſhould be as white as Woolll 
O, what a Mercy, poor Sing 
ners, would this be, to be a: 
wakened by the Reflection 
of your own guilty Conſci 
ences in a day of Affliction; 
and for all to end and iſſue i 
Remiſhon and Pardon ! 


